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This article charts my first bus journey in search of |nd|anhs in
a Chinese market, the targeted informants f?r my researc or;
their business activities in China. The bus journey trave;se
two “Shaoxings” - Shaoxing City (also known ?s Yu.ecl etni?1
District) and Shaoxing County (renamed as Kegiao .D‘Stg.i .
2013) respectively. Despite the same name?, Shaoxing . :j y“'lc
different from Shaoxing County. The City lsllargely an i yf r
Chinese old town, whilst the County is & VIgouréus hub fo
global fabric trade. The County’s flourishing fabric economy|
has attracted a large number of foreign traldlers'to do locaS
pusiness. Many of them are Indians. The official flgurle shc;v;/‘e
there are thousands of Indians living in the tYVO Shaoxmg:e -
TR 0 0 0 SRR o R K 43 3 0 [ 48 B article tells a story of how | accidentally discovered a

. ; s journey. These
| R R P A B AT < B cluster of Indian trading companies after the bus | Y
EREALR S EE E S H—ThEAR

: i f the office
i Y 3 AR e 1 Indian companies are hidden behind the facade O
v Y] 3 E ) o

. is di helps me to see
A traditional house adjacent to a river, Yuecheng. puildings in Shaoxing County. This discovery P
A large area of Yuecheng is known as the

“Shaoxing Old City”, where the oldest facade new queStiOﬂS about the local Indians...
of the City is found. Yuecheng is a historic
water-town, composed of 1,900 km river
channels in a complicated water network.

=B W
BASIC FACTS OF TWO ¥

SHAOXINGs

BENHABR (M HEEEN[EH] FUAMSRZ AR BEHK
AHBESUAZRE -FZERIGREENA SRTEHNRBEN LBEXEE

TR NSHARETR CRBEEE AEKBEDMNEANHEMALE D

DBERRBNPEEGE ]|  HHS8RXZ A EHHHERE  FHE2RE
BEFEN: (D) BIZ=T-H/\NWFTERGSEARREREKESR. () 8
PHEB-¥HOZZREB—AEER; (Z) B AOFBBUEESHE M
HETH: (W) B AGLEERENBBR=22"REBHBRES -

Despite designated as the metropolitan area of the whole Shaoxing Prefecture-Level City,
Shaoxing City is largely an old town of historic landscape. By contrast, Shaoxing County has a
more metropolitan outlook, with a skyline similar to that of Shanghai - a huge surprise to many
first-time visitors! Whilst Shaoxing City is an attractive heritage tourism destination, Shaoxing
County is Asia’s largest fabric wholesale centre - officially named “China’s Light Textile City”.
Fabric trade here is significant to both regional and global economies: (1) 31.8% of China-made
fabrics are traded here; (2) Over half of these fabrics are exported to more than a hundred
countries around the world; (3) Nearly 40% of the local population take part in fabric-related
industries; and (4) More than two-third of the county’s GDP is attributed to fabric trade.
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KELZ -—ZT-ZTF RE-XIE
ETHEME SEEAEXESRNGE
BABE -HLE LE SRBEHRAEKCT
TE UREREBEESTHHNERANMLT -
ER RRANGEBEETVHNEARRESZ R
A AT AEM I E -

ERNAERNMEREIBTENT
HEN—RELREETHNES TAR
BRAMBE+ARE -8B RUBEE—
BRI B [Z—EAAE ] MARLFE
BAEE TB EXE-RBEEDRD
THRER ROMBEES ERBMT!
Mt RBOAELEFAEE ZHH
BrtREFISAER BEBIER BALX
EREIMBERAEATFPE - BRE
NHEBLIHWFE BARBAEIE - FRUBAZS
MEELEEESN ENERABLZRES
ERERVBE HE-—EAINKEAETHNE
HhEETE F_ENKRERERE
MEE LRI EBHZE

R H B B AR
THE FIELD WORK MAP

Wanshang Road

L [
Yuecheng District

o AHBLSCHILAR B R LU

Shaoxing University (Nanshan Campus)

5

During my pilot field work in 2010, | stayed in a
visiting scholar room in the Shaoxing University. As |
saw on the map, the University did not seem to be far
away from Shaoxing County - where | was supposed
to find the Indian traders. By that time, | only knew
that many Indians were running trading companies in
the County, but | did not know their exact locations.

The University and the County fall into different
administrative units. The University campus is located
at the edge of Shaoxing City - just 16 km away
from Shaoxing County. My first impression was
that living in one Shaoxing while doing research in
another would not be a problem. Such easiness
vanished immediately after | made the first bus trip
from Shaoxing City to Shaoxing County. Separated
administrative units bear no obstacle, but poor bus
service was the problem. In good traffic, the direct
driving distance could be less than 30 minutes -
for private cars, not public buses. Indirect routing,
multiple bus stops and occasional traffic accidents
turned my first bus journey to be painstakingly long.
The bus took almost one hour ambling the labyrinth
of small lanes within Shaoxing City, and
another hour inching on the extremely
congested road in Shaoxing County.

TR A P — P S
A pagoda in Yuecheng.

f_\/—\ 222km
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OLD LAN DSCAPE IN

SHAOXING
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A BUSTLING ROAD & H

My first-hour bus journey among historical
landmarks among Shaoxing City was quite enjoyable.
After departing from the University, the bus strolled
along small lanes of the old city. Through the bus
window, | was enthralled by the small rivers, pagodas
and one-story Jiangnan living quarters. These lanes
were largely empty. As | saw, there were only a few
pedestrians and slow-moving small vehicles. The
picturesque streets gave me a glimpse of the local
heritage landscape. The scenery was tranquil and
calming - | did not feel any sense of being in “a city”.

by # R 47 3

FRPEIN

The zen-like, tranquil scene came to an abrupt

end when the bus entered one of the main roads
in Shaoxing County: Wanshang Road. There was
a complex of fabrics marketplaces along the road
composed of numerous indoor and outdoor outlets, all
of which specialized in the wholesale of a wide range
of fabric items. | paid much attention to everything |
saw on Wanshang Road, even road-side outlets as they
were too part of the wholesale
centre of fabrics at both domestic
and global levels.

1 15 22 0 N 471 L A B (IE TR E) -
EPF"JFEUZ?E?L%%%% bR 55 > F 5 i — e 2
R TR A i35 | o WA T 35 = 0 il 2 0 R 44 o
The wholesale marketplaces from the air (from Baidu Map).
The North Six District are two square-shape blocks in
the middle; all the blocks in the lower part are parts of
the North United Market. The road between these two
marketplaces is Wanshang Road.
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Waiting in a bus stop on Wanshang Road.

No longer surrounded by a flat and open landscape of rivers

and riverside traditional housings, the bus was instead edging its
1t 3 T 355 FEF 2 — 3 R A D N B o .
I AT R 55 T B A S way among other buses, taxis, cars and motorcycles congested

TR — BTSN A between marketplaces on both sides of Wanshang Road. The road
A mini-van loaded with scores of fabrics, X X
near one wholesale marketplace. There are was extremely crowded, dusty and noisy. Some vans and giant trucks
several marketplaces on Wanshang Road;
there are more than 22,000 outlets

and 19,000 small offices. smell and exhaust particles made breathing difficult on the road.

unloading piles of fabrics completely blocked the road. The diesel

Despite the congestion, a number of rickshaws, fully loaded with
fabrics, managed to cut through streams of traffic without hitting or
being hit by other vehicles. That picture somehow reminded me of

5 7 i _b 1 F i B

A rickshaw on Wanshang Road.

the chaotic traffic often found in the cities of India, but | was surprised
that not a single Indian-looking person was seen on Wanshang Road.

T I 9 A —

Traffic congestion on Wanshang Road.

REER EENBETRLEHENEE
REKEE MW EREF MR ZH 2EEEHEW
E—AE-—ENRETS SREBAEE EBL
iz EEEW -FZEL M AREMERE
STHHB ETEMET ER -BET KKNMD
NWEEEEREBHT AT LEKRKEL - BEMN
SAHBRMBINFRARFERE  ETRGEE R
#-FBR NEXKMEZRA KABFRLEIN

EREMCHNFRE ZEIIRTENERLER
HETEEIEFIWETFEGHN URFTS FR
BRERLHEHTHERELUNSSR BEKERD
BEEA—ENEALRIE R AR

Billboards advertising different fabric items.
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WALKING INTO THE

INDIAN TRADING OFFICES
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Once the bus made its way out of the chaos
on Wanshang Road, it immediately speeded up and
turned into Golden Kegiao Avenue - the final part of
the bus route. Unlike Wanshang Road, Golden Kegiao
Avenue was well-paved, wide and, therefore, much less
congested. There were several bus stops along the
Avenue. But it only took approximately ten minutes for
the bus to complete the journey.

Following other passengers, | got off at Salsa Home
Textile Bus Station. For a few minutes, | stood still at the
bus station and had no idea where | should go next. As
| hesitated other passengers quickly disappeared into a
building nearby. | looked up and around, finding out that |
was surrounded by a bunch of towering office buildings -
the tallest and newest buildings in Shaoxing County. The
imposing appearance of these office buildings did not
tell whether they had anything to do with fabric trade, let

alone Indian traders.

I walked into one of
these buildings, and realized
| had serendipitously come
to the right place. There were
several Indians and Chinese
in the lobby area. All of them
were waiting for the lifts. One
Indian was talking on his
R - B — R B phone in Hindi. Another Indian

L A ] AR Y 3 > AR
HF M

was holding some fabric
hangers with two hands.

Since early 2000s, Indians have flocked into
the area to become middlemen who connect
local suppliers with a global network of buyers,
particularly those from India, Dubai, Russia, Poland
and many African countries. To the Indians, the

area is not only a business zone. It is also a place

B REELEREE
BEER BETEN
EEER TREHZEREHNH
mMEZNAT MR EL— AR
EREIRINE] -BEANET

ST R

for them to organise the community.

Sk e NP PN
J& (R ZER)

Diamond Building, Fortune Building and

a hotel (from the front to the back) on
Golden Keqgiao Avenue.

ETHERLE EHAZEED
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Indian children celebrating Diwali in

Shaoxing International School.

— A v [ 48 Y il 345 7E B L [Cheti Chand ] )
W% Jy o [Cheti Chand ] & NGRS
SR H o JE A AE A D RE A5 AF BEA o

A Chinese cameraman and the altar of Cheti
Chand; Cheti Chand is a Sindhi religious festival

celebrated by Indians in Shaoxing every year.
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or smoking. None of them paid any attention to each other.
We did not engage in any conversation, but | knew that
these office buildings could be my principal field site.
For the rest of the day, | stepped up and explored
every floor of these office buildings. This meticulous probing
further confirmed that my intuition was right. Most of, if not
all, the tenants of these buildings were Indians. There are
usually ten to fifteen offices on each floor and, on many
floors, more than half of the offices seem to be run
by Indians - it can be told by company names such
as “Ashok Textile Trading Co. Ltd.” and the Indians
working inside. Many offices housed with statues of
the Hindu deities like Ganesh can be easily viewed
through the transparent or open doors. | randomly
walked into some trading companies and, from there,
I met the first batch of informants - the Indians who
run their fabric trading business in these offices.

ST R b — KB BUN
A Sikh Temple on Golden
Kegiao Avenue .

R SRR — I8 ED B K
IR
Door of an Indian home in
Shaoxing County.

The unanticipated outcome of the bus journey solved
the first puzzle of my research: locating the Indians and
their workplace. But it also opened a new set of puzzles,
particularly the internal organization of Indian trading
activities in Shaoxing County. For example, how Indians
conduct the local business, reasons for coming here, market
niche for Indians in a Chinese-dominating fabric economy,
negotiations and business interest between Indians and
local Chinese traders and so on. From an anthropological
perspective, these questions deal with the convolutions
of Indians’ individual migration strategies, global trade
networks and local business adaptation. | conducted a
detailed ethnography over 15 months between 2010 and
2012 to delve into these questions. -‘@'
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