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Nam Sang Wai

wekland in
Fouy Seasons
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Prof. Sidney C. H. Cheung, Department of Anthropology, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Nam Sang Wai comes only under
Mai Po in the hall of fame of local
wetlands.

In terms of popularity Nam
Sang Wai is no doubt the most
visitor-friendly. Thriving reeds and
neatly-linedEucalyptus (river red
gum) trees are favourite backdrops
for urban dwellers to roam and
picnic. And Nam Sang Wai has a lot
more to tell apart from its serene
ambience.

This autumn walk highlights:
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Visiting the ancient architecture of Yuen Long Kau Hui (“Yuen Long Old Market”)
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Taking the manually-operated ferry to Nam Sang Wai
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Taking pictures and watching birds in Nam Sang Wai
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Yuen Long Kau Hui Shan Pui Village Ferry Nam Sang Wai

i€ B 32 i@ To the starting point
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To Yuen Long Kau Hui: Just walk from West Rail Yuen Long Station Exit A or G1 along Yuen
Long Kau Hui for 5 minutes.

#X B3z i From the end point
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Walk to Castle Peak Road to take bus 76K at Hung Mo Kiu Station to Yuen Long or Sheung Shui.
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3 hours In Yuen Long Kau Hui and Nam Sang Wai
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Yuen Long - the LLand of Profusion
TR URHABELR R-RAETR ARG H L ®E [EE] 50

ELRRCEZEFH REANEZELBE THERIKPCERLTEEREN
MARBEET — TABHE | ((LRSREOKEEMIT) %*HTBTQ“E—%?EBESTE

RENANBESIERETEE B EERMBRS(— —F) EWE
BE-BERNAE (—AANLEF) pHEER AATHRBRER :%iEE-? B £ XK
FEEREREZABEME -

Yuen Long is an alluvial plain in northwest New Territories. In ancient records, “Yuen
Long”, which was written in different Chinese characters but sounded the same, could be
literally translated as “round river-sided lowland”. The name referred to the lowland’s agricultural
productivity. The earliest large-scale market in Hong Kong - “Tai Kiu Tun Market” (Big Bridge
Pier Market) - was set up in Yuen Long during Ming Dynasty near Tai Kei Leng. Back then,
villagers would sell and buy crops and fish stock in the market until the Qing Court issued
the Great Clearance along the coast in 1661 that
abolished the market. 8 years later, Emperor Kangxi
repealed the order and a lot of former villagers and
new comers returned and moved in to Yuen Long
due to the rich food resources here.
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Yuen Long was rich in fishery and agricultural produce. The riverside market was

convenient for logistic and trade between numerous villages nearby (for instance the inland
Kam Tin and Ping Shan areas where the Tangs lived in particular). After Yuen Long Market
was established, it quickly became the region’s agricultural produce hub. It attracted a lot
of people to live in and around the market and set up shops of various types. By then, Yuen
Long had already begun trading with foreigners, especially the Portuguese in Macau across
the Pearl River estuary who traded their foreign goods for local products.
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There were 3 main streets in the market -Cheung Shing (meaning prosperity) Street,
Lee Yick (meaning gains) Street and Wine Street. The entrances were located in the east
and south. Cheung Shing Street divides the market into the south and west sections. On
its heyday there were 102 shops, including hostels, rice shops, restaurants, tea houses and
eateries. Our interviews revealed that most shop owners were from local areas (such as Shap
Pat Heung) or around Xinhui of Guangdong. The 3rd, 6th and 9th of every month were the
market days, when villagers and even from people Shenzhen traded their goods. It was a
boisterous market indeed.
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Tung Yick Store
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Jun Yuen Pawn House
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Today, the high spirits of the market is long gone. . Yet the old

buildings in Yuen Long Kau Hui still subtly tell its glorious past. Brick
buildings dating back to Qing Dynasty are obvious on the streets, and
Cheung Shing Street is also known locally as “Street of the Manchu”.
Some of the buildings are restored and protected by the government,
some become residences but the rest are abolishedor in ruins. There
are a lot of historically-assessed buildings constructed before 1900
along Lee Yick Street of Benefits. They have high visiting values.
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Yuen Long Sun Hui ("Yuen LLong New Market”)
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Trade was so vibrant at Yuen Long Kau Hui that space had become inadequate by early 20"
century. At the same time merchants and villagers were not happy with the monopoly by the Tangs of
Kam Tin in the market, and hence they raised funds to set up another market. In 1915, a new market

was established along five streets by Yuen Long Main Road in the southwest of the old one. The old
market as a result declined gradually.
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Jun Yuen Pawn House
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The oldest surviving pawn house in Hong

Kong is located next to Tai Wong Temple. It
was founded 200 years ago and was closed in
the Second World War. The current building, a
Grade | historic building of Hong Kong, was built
in 1910. It is not open to visitors. The two-storey
house has a wooden gate, wooden bar-lock and

sturdy walls to deter thieves and robbers. The
pawn shop is located in the front of the building
whereas the rear is residential. Grandeur is expressed on the porcelain relief of the eaves and
puissant calligraphy strokes of “Jun Yuen Pawn House” on the door tablet. The piaaza in
front of the pawn house and Tai Wong Temple was once a mini bazaar.
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Tung Yick Store

BREERE-—FaRER BERER BBB—
B—THEERES BEEERABERZNEND
A BERESWE UEEERER UHTEYF
BNEEEN BIEERIIEE RENRE
NEE -EEREXE FEFRRTRE-

Standing for over 110 years, Tung Yick Store
is an ancient hostel built in the Qing Dynasty. It served
businessmen who came from afar to Yuen Long to trade. The
base of the two-storey store is made of granite; the building
itself is made with polished black bricks. The wall appears
neat and tidy, which suggests that it was the building of
rich families. Tung Yick Store became a residential building
after it was closed.
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From ponds to paradise
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The most common and fun way to travel from Yuen Long to Nam Sang Wai is by taking
the village ferry -the only cable ferry in Hong Kong that is operated manually. The ferry can
carry 8 to 9 passengers. It only takes two minutes to travel from one side of the river to another.
When you disembark, take a look at the mudflat and supporting wooden columns under the
jetty. You will find fiddler crabs and mudskippers.
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Nam Sang Wai is in north of Yuen Long, where Shan Pui
River and Kam Tin River, two main rivers in northwest New
Territories, meet. Nam Sang Wai was once a large piece of wetland
created by sedimentation. Yet high salinity prevents growth of
crops and plants, and it was turned into fish ponds subsequently.
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Several decades ago, Nam Sang Wai was largely an unheard-of area in the countryside.

Until recently, it became popular among filmmakers and photographers to film and shoot here,
and amateurs follow suit. Nam Sang Wai’s close proximity to Mai Po Nature Reserve attracted
many migratory birds to stay or rest. It is a perfect spot for bird watching near the urban area.
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Nam Sang Wai Road runs along Shan Pui

River and surrounds Nam Sang Wai . During sunset
at low tide, a mudflat reveals in the river channel where a lot of birds forage. The last glow of the
setting sun, the shimmering Shan Pui River and the cityscape in the background make a perfect
photography frame. Further down Nam Sang Wai Road there is a large piece of mangrove near
the convergence of the two rivers. Enjoy a relaxing walk here.
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In the 1990s, a lawsuit related to Nam Sang Wai created a great stir in the society. Early in the
1990s, the Town Planning Board set up a set of land use guidelines to monitor the development of
Deep Bay. The area included all connecting fish ponds be they still in use or abandoned. Before
that land developers had been purchasing farmlands and fish ponds to apply for the development
of the place into residential areas. They bypassed Town Planning Board’s guidelines and the
limitations of the Wetland Conservation Area by setting up a wetland conservation base and turning

most developmental land into Wetland Conservation —

- -
Areas. After Cheung Kong Property Holdings Limited L & o
put forward the Fung Lok Wai Project successfully, .

Henderson Land Development Co. Ltd also applied
to Town Planning Board for the development of Nam
Sang Wai (located in Mai Po Deep Bay Wetland Buffer
Area Two) in 1992. The company planned to develop
2550 low-density residential units and an 18-hole golf
course, with proposed measures to keep the ecological
environment. However, the project was turned down by
Town Planning Board in November in the same year.

H NG H HHNE1E
ISCO VER 7 Vol.95




BREERERE ERRFAEPMABABEANSKERBRALG A&
EEANEMNEE+— ’“Ei%%&%ﬁk%@i&ﬁ BUFEERE BRHER
BR-NAN=ZFLABRER - EEBENANEOBRELFEES LR BF
NRAHEREBE BFE+—A- iﬁk%ﬁéﬁﬂzm—nﬂnjﬁgﬁ BH¥EF-—hNE
FRA-HREPFLH BEAXLFEE- BEERLFERBERER  BERR
—NARFTZATARBBEARHABEBF XBFLHEZEEENRE-EREAR
HYF HALEDLHFBE BRKHEECEA R RRRREAERE] it
FHNERBREBENEETIFFRLARRBMAERREE  EEG
AT AERBRENER LRIEBER UNEEHAENRIBAERE-

Later land developers changed their plans by including water treatment plants and
a sewage treatment system, and proposed the conversion of 41 hectares of land north of
Nam Sang Wai - Lut Chau - into Wetland Conservation Area as ecological compensation.
Yet this plan was again turned down by Town Planning Board in July 1993. Henderson Land
Development Co. Ltd appealed to the Appeal Board Panel (Town Planning) immediately in
September and won the lawsuit in August the next year. In November 1994, Town Planning
Board applied for judicial review at the High Court but lost the case. In June 1995, the Town
Planning Board applied appealed and was successful. Later Henderson Land Development
Co. Ltd appealed to Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, which declared that the
company won the lawsuit on 16 December 1996 and supported the Appeal Board Panel’s
decision. Although the appeal of Henderson Land Development Co. Ltd was allowed, during
the several years when the lawsuit was undergoing, Nam Sang Wai had been set as a
“Comprehensive Development and Wetland Enhancement Area”, meaning that land developers
must submit plans of improving the wetland and conservation when they put forward any
development or reconstruction proposals. These plans must include environmental protection
goals and the developers must implement the measures actively to improve the biodiversity
of local fish ponds or wetlands.
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Wetland Animals of Autumn
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Pied Percher
(Neurothemis tullia)

Wandering Glider
(Pantala flavescens)
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Variegated Flutterer
(Rhyothemis varicgata)
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Gunther’s Frog

(Hylarana guentheri)
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Asian Common Toad
(Duttaphrynus melanostictus)
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Fiddler Crab \y
(Uca arcuata) "%\}:i
Paddy Frog
(Fejervarya limnocharis)
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Ocypodid Crab
(Ilyoplax sp.)

A EOIBIRAE
Fiddler Crab
(Uca lactea)
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Bluespotted Mudskipper
(Boleophthalmus pectinirostris) K EER RIS RS AT
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Sesarmine Crab
(Perisesarma bidens)
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http: //www.inwayoutdoor.cn




