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If the cravings of hunger and thirst are denied
satisfaction

starvation results finally in mortification and the
individual’ s life is terminated
This is a result which arrests the attention of even
the least observant mind.
hunger and thirst cannot be neglected with
impunity.

He still reserves the aspects and notions of a
living human being

He never attains completeness and health
returns imperfect
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if a man is kept from food and drink
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the man starves to death

of him

as any fool can see
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and there is an end

a man ought to eat and drink.
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The man worse luck

does not starve to death
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but walks lame to the end of his life

and good for nothing
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SHEN Jiaxuan Division of negatives and noun/verb division in English and Chinese

The most important division of negatives in English is between the negation of nouns and the negation of
verbs  but not between the indicative negation and the non-indicative negation nor between the negation of is
and the negation of there is. In Chinese on the contrary the most important division of negatives is between

i

the indicative negation and the non-indicative negation or hetween the negation of you “there is” and the

negation of shi “is” but not between the noun negation and the verb negation. This difference further supports
the thesis that while in English nouns and verbs are two separate categories the verbs in Chinese constitute a
sub—category in the category of nouns and the noun-verb distinction should not be overemphasized in the study
of Chinese grammar. The philosophical background of this difference between English and Chinese is also
briefly discussed.

Key words: negative noun verb English-Chinese comparison

FENG Shengli On mechanisms of Register System and its grammatical property
This article discusses the linguistic nature of registef “register” is a term tentatively used here for the

Chinese term yuti( )) and proposes that “register” should be defined in terms of language communications

it is a result of signifying the relationships between speaker and listener when they communicate to each
other with languages. It is then argued that a theory of register should be built upon ( at least) two polarized
units: the formal-informal units and the elegant-casual units which are the basic categories of a register
system. It is finally shown that the opposite components in the register system are not only inhered ( indwelled)
with their own vocabulary and syntax (i.e. the register grammar) but also serve as crucial mechanisms for
forming different genre and styles in rhetoric and literature (i.e. its stylistic function) .

Key words: theory of register register grammar register and genre-style formal and informal degree of

elegant-formality

CHEN Manhua The non-cataphoric zero subject clause motivated by background information
packaging

The non-cataphoric zero subject clause is a non-embedded zero subject clause the covert logic subject of
which is not identical with the overt subject of the main clause. The forming of the structure is motivated by
the background information packaging which leads to a series of syntactic effects. The primary one is that the
verb in the structure tends to be a noninite one. The degrading of the structure is fulfilled by syntactic
means. It shows that the non-cataphoric zero subject clause in Modern Chinese evolves from the corresponding
adverbial clause.
Key words: backgrouding the non-cataphoric zero subject clause independence zero anaphor syntactic
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