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Linguistics East Asian Linguistics
Light Verb Movement in Modern and Classical Chinese

Shengli Feng
Department of EALC, Harvard University, Boston

Abgract  This paper discusses Light Verb Syntax (LVS) in Chinese, arguing that the so-called
syntax- semantic mismatches of the verb-object constructions are actually resulted from head-move-
ment triggered by an abstract light verb (DO) in those sentences (henceforth, Light Verb Movement
or LVM for short) . Itisshown that the LV M occurs not only in modern Chinese, but also in classical
Chinese, not only in Ssyntax but also inL-syntax. Thus, LV Sappliesto Chinese both diachronically
and synchronically to produce legitimate , through non-canonica , sentences and lexical items (cognate
words in Archaic Chinese and compoundsin modern Chinese) . It isclaimed that the LV Sopens a new
way for the study of modern Chinese syntax as well as traditional Chinese exeges s.
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