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Verb-Object Inversion and Prosodic Merpnoiogy

Feng Shengli
Department of EALC . Harvard University . Boston

Abstract  In modern Chinese, compound words like " Junma siyang fangfa "(war-horse breed-
ing method) are very productive. However, it is difficult to explain, in terms of syntax, semantics
and stress, why polysyllabic VO phrases like "siyang junma" (breeding war-horse) must be inverted
while the disyllabic ones do not when they are used to form compounds. This paper argues that the
reason for disyllabic VO and polysyllabic OV alternations in compounding is prosody; yet. it is not the
prosody of stress. rather the prosody of footing direction. It is shown that the OV and VO orders in
compounding are licensed by interactions among left footing (for words) . right footing (for phrases)
and default footing (for both). It is finally argued that the essential property of prosodic morphology
in Chinese is foot formation. not word stress.

Keywords  verb-object inversion prosodic morphology  default footing direction left-footing

right-footing size stress



