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Abstract This paper discusses neutralization of tones with respect to their grammatical functions
in Beijing Dialect. It is argued that neutralization in Beijing dialect is an on-going change and there are
different degrees of neutralizations caused by interactions between the various components of the
grammar. Factors involved in such processes include mora, syllable, morphological prosody, lexical
semantics, functional category among others. The argument made here claims that the prosodic gram-
mar discussed in this paper offers a new perspective and a deeper understanding of the origin and
process of neutralizations not only in phonology and prosody, but also in morphology and syntax.
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