W
) | &\\ Department of Anthropology
7 ,1 The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Za / Rihy AE AR =
2 ¢ BEPYXABRANRE R
T RS 7

|The Chinese University of Hong Kong

2

I —




HERABRS 2

What is Anthropology?

@ nthropology is the study of humanity, the distinctive feature of which is culture. Culture may be thought of as a process by which humans make
A- and re-create meaning through the deployment of symbols and symbolic practices. Cultural diversity exists because people around the world
_in varying environments create different social, political, economic, and religious systems, imbuing them with different symbolic meanings.
Anthropologists study the similarity and diversity of these cultural systems to find out the nature of human existence. Anthropologists take a holistic
viewpoint and use systematic research methods. We try to understand the views of people themselves and put emphasis on interaction with people:
being immediately amongst them, observing and talking with them about what they do, and why. For cultures that do not exist today, we use

archaeological methods.

Anthropology’s emphasis on ground-level research allows it to produce deep understandings about the social world. Anthropologists in Hong Kong

study contemporary issues such as:

. Meanings of life in the U.S. and Japan 8 The popularization of Western-style psychotherapy in mainland China

’ The intimate relations between asylum-seekers and the local population in Hong Kong . Filipino domestic workers in Hong Kong and their motivations to be beauty queens
. Coastal resource development, social transformation, and community resilience in Lau Fau Shan, New Territories . The relationship between religious and civic infrastructures in Indian cities

? Scent and the practices of incense in Japan . Cultural and situational differences in the distribution of responsibility and blame

. Alternative medicine and nationalist discourse in India . The significance of cultural heritage to Hong Kong people

? The urbanization process in China and the rise of its funerary industry . How metal technology developed in ancient China

) The independent music communities in Hong Kong and Taiwan and their non-accumulative aspirations . Economic and social development during the Bronze Age and Han Empire

The anthropology undergraduate programme teaches students to see the world they find themselves in from different perspectives. The mastery of
cross-cultural knowledge, the understanding of interpersonal relationships, and the training of research, organization, communication, and dynamic thinking

skills will lay a solid foundation for students’ career development.
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Programme Objectives
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- he Undergraduate in Anthropology programme focuses on social and cultural
- anthropology, and archaeology. Course contents cover the theories and
. methodologies of anthropology and archaeology, ethnographic studies of

Asia and the world, and sociocultural issues in the contemporary world.

Through their training in anthropology, students will be able to:

*  Understand the world’s cultural diversity and human universals;

*  Know anthropology’s subfields, comprehend and apply different
theories to explain a wide range of sociocultural phenomena;

*  Design and carry out research projects using anthropological
tools and perspectives;

*  Think critically about one’s society and the world using
anthropological modes of understanding.

Minor in Cultural Heritage Studies
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This minor programme focuses on the preservation and
management of cultural heritage in Hong Kong and adjacent
regions. It is beneficial for career development in museums,
education, tourism, as well as other areas related to culture.
The programme is co-organized by the Department of
Anthropology and the Department of History, and students
are required to complete 18 units (6 courses).

Minor in Archaeology
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This minor programme is the first and only programme in Hong
Kong that teaches basic skills in archaeological excavation and
research, as well as knowledge in the appreciation, curation, and
exhibition of archaeological materials. It enables students to
develop an integrated focus on archaeology by bringing together
inter-disciplinary perspectives including anthropology, culture
management, fine arts, geography and geology, and history. The
programme is coordinated by the Department of Anthropology
and students are required to complete 21 units (7 courses).
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Student Life
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e are a relatively small department with 12 full-time teachers, around 100 undergraduate
students, 25 research postgraduate students, and 50 taught master students. Life in the
Anthropology Department has a friendly, family feel.

A very important occasion in undergraduate studies is the Summer Field Trip. It is a two-week trip outside
Hong Kong, led by a professor and a tutor. Students gain extensive experience of being in another culture
" and learn how to do fieldwork. Past groups have been to Hunan, Hualien, Cambodia, Turkey, Nagoya,
Vietham etc..

We collaborate with various institutions to offer local and overseas summer internship opportunities to
our students, including internships at the Nicholson Museum at the University of Sydney, Australia, the
Antiquities and Monuments Office, HKSAR, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, HKSAR, Hong
Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong Maritime Museum etc., and a number of local NGOs.

All anthropology-major undergraduate students will do a Final Year Project. Under the supervision of a
faculty member, students develop an independent research project on a topic of their own choosing,
conduct extensive fieldwork, and then write a thesis.
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research question on their own, which must be burning from

inside: Why am | interested in this question? What is its

» ¢ practical significance? How can we better understand the world

A u m n I S a r I n through answering this question? My research focuses on the
cross-border connections of ethnic minorities in various

societies. | hope to discover new stories and vocabulary, which

may help us comprehend and challenge the current power
structures. | believe that to promote social change, we need
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The advantage of anthropology graduates regarding careers
in NGOs may be that they are well-prepared at the awareness
level. Many anthropological research topics are also social
issues that NGOs try to address. New questions raised by

N i i ] anthropologists bring new horizons and challenges to NGOs
EEBELRRNEN > BRAEEREX  FRAR—KAS from time to time. Anthropologists emphasize the holistic

#F o PREZRS LIRS - NEREREZLNER > SHES view, pay attention to the intertwinement of different factors,
BMBTFRAE % > DELEMEBENSCERETE » 547 and are good at seeing the big picture. This is very helpful for
ESEENFRE - ABCHARNTBL R - RIEBLEEGM understanding how social problems come into being and
T/ ARENHIEEETREMS Bt Fi&FXL - #ERKA conceptualizing possible change. While working in an NGO
EiBmEE IR - HIRKER - REEE) - RIBEABEBH may not make you rich, if you studied anthropology, get to
BERMANSMBESETESASINEE FENIE > BEER know the various problems existing in the world today and
mig AR EHREE ASEB I EE » LRI B R BN want to have more direct impact, then NGOs will be a
TFMERHESR - B8 » RPERVEABERS LRITLIEBSE relatively free field with a lot of room for action for you.
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Debby Cheng Yi Yi, BSSc (2003), Project Manager, Jockey

ERER > BNHEE « RFIREELEGARHHE Club Design Institute for Social Innovation, The Hong Kong
(HERE) BIES - Polytechnic University.
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Job Prospect
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Anthropology students are trained to
understand human relations and develop
sensitivity to the cultural aspects of human
existence. Our students become adept at
critical, comparative, and holistic thinking,
and are particularly skilled at adapting to
various professional circumstances and
interacting with people from diverse
backgrounds.
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Please come and visit the Department of
Anthropology during Information Day. We are all
very interested in speaking with you about our
research and about your future education.

AREBELENBIITEESE !
Our graduates work in various fields,
including:

JEBUATHEME NGO

B Academic Research
# B Education

282 Media

hiGHEERHAR

Marketing and Market Research
/NHEREJFR Public Relations

MALBENRRRE

Cultural Heritage Research and Preservation

H#¥E8 Museum
IR E S BRI A,

And many more!
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© @15 Website: www.cuhk.edu.hk/ant
© &5 Email: anthropology@cuhk.edu.hk
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Recommended Readings

V.

Matthew Engelke :
nformity and Conflict

READI RAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Engelke, Matthew. 2019. How to think like an anthropologist. Princeton University Press.

McCurdy, David W., James Spradley, and Dianna Shandy, eds. 2015.
Conformity and Confilict: Readings in Cultural Anthropology (15th edition) . Pearson Education.

Bahn, Paul. 2012. Archaeology-AVery Shortintroduction (2nd edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press
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0 it Address: EEBEPX KB ERAINEEL07E
Room 407, Humanities Building, New Asia College,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, Hong Kong

Q ZE:E Phone: (852) 3943-7670, (852) 3943-7677

o Facebook: facebook.com/anthrocuhk @ WeChat: &P AZE anthropology_cuhk
Instagram: instagram.com/anthrocu o YouTube: youtube.com/antcuhk
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