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On CUHK
Anthropology
Department

40" Anniversary

I remember fondly the time I spent at CUHK An-
thropology Department (1996-2012). Teachers
cooperated very well and were all committed
to making the Department an excellent centre

of learning. Students and teachers interacted

closely, and this was especially so during the

Prof. Tan Chee-Beng . . o
R summer field trips. Often I reminisce about the

teaching of food and culture and of religion and
culture, the lively class participation of both undergraduate and grad-
uate students. The Department has continued to be an important An-
thropology Department in Asia, and it has trained many anthropology
students from different countries, especially those from Hong Kong and
Mainland China. Many have served in the public and private sectors in
Hong Kong, while others have pursued further studies in prestigious
universities in Europe and USA. A number of our students from Main-
land China are now associate professors and professors in different
universities in China and the few who ventured into business have done

well too. In the midst of such joyful thoughts, let us remember those

who had left us. Prof. Tracey Lu (#%4/}) passed away at the peak of her
career in 2016, while our first department head Prof. Qiao Jian (%)
passed away in 2018. This small department has survived and thrived in
a society that too often neglects its contribution, so this fortieth anni-
versary is really worth celebrating. Let’s look forward to even more re-
silience and success in ten years’ time, when we’ll celebrate our Golden

Anniversary.

Prof. Tan Chee-Beng (left), teaching in a Food and Culture class, 2012
REAHE (£) R [RYWEXE ] REL - 2012 F
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Chinese Foodways in the Twenty-First Century:
Prospects of Globalization of Chinese Food and Cuisine
November, 21-22, 1997

Foundation of Chinese Diefary Culture
Department of Anthropology, C.U.H.K.
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Prof. David. Y. H. Wu, photo taken in January 2020 Prof. David. Y. H. Wu (fourth from the left of the front row) with teachers and students, 1996
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:"3 > Elﬁt*ﬁ’éﬁ'}\ﬁﬁ%%ﬁkjlﬂi*@ﬁZé ° Prof. Hsieh Jian giving a talk during the Anthropology Week, 1982
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Prof. Hsieh Jian and Mrs. Hsieh visiting a Hakka community in western Sichuan, 1996
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Prof. Maria Tam (first from the right of the front row), with teachers and postgraduate students,
taking photo with Prof. Fei Xiaotong (fourth from the left of the front row) who was visiting the
Anthropology Department, 1998.
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BAEMH
1984 Anthropology Week
Publication
“Hong Kong's Folk Culture”

A FAZ2 5 7)
HISF B S 1

1985 Anthropology Week
Publication
“Filed Research in China”

Thoughts on the
40" anniversary
of the Department
of Anthropology

I had the privilege of teaching in the Department from 1992 until
2016. That period spans some major social, political and technological

changes.

When I accepted the job, I was living in New York City and had never
been on the campus of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. I had vis-
ited Hong Kong a number of times while doing fieldwork in Taiwan in
the mid-1980s, because my wife had uncles in Hong Kong. But I had no
idea what it would be like to live and teach at CUHK. Email was brand
new at the time, and I had had almost no contact with the department.
My appointment letter simply said I would teach four courses: Religion
and Culture, Culture and Management, Seminars in Research Meth-
ods, and Seminars in Ethnography. The latter two were for postgrad-
uate students, and I was also made “Graduate Division Head,” a title
and position that I did not understand. I was told that I could teach
whatever I wanted under those titles, which was both liberating and

nerve-wracking.
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When I arrived on campus August 17, it was beautiful, but hot, humid,
and it rained every afternoon. I remember vividly my wife and me
pushing our three-year-old daughter in a stroller and carrying our
10-month old son up and down the mountain in the heat. Though we
had not intended to own a car, we quickly decided we needed one after
getting stuck on campus on a Sunday, when the bus service was not
frequent, and then struggling in the rain to get a taxi outside of Ikea
trying to get back home. I bought a used Volvo 240, and I can proudly
say that I once gave Fei Xiaotong a ride in my car when he visited the

campus.

Teaching was difficult at first because students were very passive and
quiet. I had no idea whether students even understood what I was say-
ing, though they sat and paid attention very respectfully. One time, a
student finally asked me in the Culture & Management class (which we
later converted to Culture and Business), “What is this ‘jaab’ you keep
talking about?” I was saying ‘job’ with an American accent, not more
like British pronunciation of ‘jobe’, which confused many students.
In those days, students on applications still listed their nationality as
“British”, which surprised me, but made sense since they held Brit-
ish BNO passports. And the English they had learned in school was, of

course, British English.

In 1992, the university did not have teaching evaluations, but I dis-
tributed one at the end of the semester anyway, because I wanted the
feedback, and was quite relieved (and a bit surprised) to find that the

scores were very good. I should note that when the university intro-

26

duced mandatory teaching evaluations a few years later, the adminis-
tration promised they would only be used to help teachers improve and
would not be used for hiring and promotion, but within two years, the
evaluation scores were a standard part of ad hoc committee meetings.
This is a classic example of what anthropologists have called “audit
culture,” in which metrics take on increasing importance, and in fact

create a new reality.

One of the surprises when I arrived (aside from the fact that the presi-
dent of the Anthropology Student Society had blue eyes - I learned lat-
er they were contact lenses) was the number of students who asked me
why I had decided to come to Hong Kong. They seemed surprised, not
hostile, but the question seemed to express a sense of inferiority. In
my mind, this was a great job: Hong Kong was a major global city, and
I could live in a Chinese society and continue learning about China. I
was close to potential fieldsites, and while at Columbia University we
had at most 20 professors who studied various aspects of Chinese cul-
ture, here nearly the whole university focused on China. It was a great
adventure, and I hoped to improve my Mandarin and to perhaps even
learn Cantonese. For many reasons, and despite taking two semesters
of Cantonese classes at the CUHK language centre, my Cantonese never
developed much more than enough to do basic shopping. Perhaps I was
too old to learn another language. Certainly my Mandarin and basic
Taiwanese Hokkien interfered with my learning Cantonese. Be that as

it may, I regret not having learned more.

As Graduate Division Head, I was responsible for implementing the

27



new PhD programme which had just been approved by the adminis-
tration. My predecessor, Nicholas Tapp, had shepherded the applica-
tion through the administration, but there were few details on how
the programme would run. As a junior, non-tenured, member of the
department, I made some proposals, drew up the “rules of the PhD
Programme” and got feedback and approval from senior colleagues. I
was fortunate that all the colleagues were very helpful and cooperative

with me.

At the time, CUHK was still heavily influenced by the British system
for postgraduate studies, in which students work closely with a super-
visor on their thesis. My colleagues, who all had PhDs from US uni-
versities, felt strongly that students should be more broadly trained,
and wanted our programme to require more courses. We therefore had
more required courses and involved more teachers in coursework than

would be typical of UK programmes.

One of the courses that was in the approved curriculum was Seminars
in Field Research that was taught in both the fall and spring semes-
ters. But we had no idea what it should be. In brainstorming with Ma-
ria Tam, we came up with the idea of having it be a seminar at which
teachers and guest speakers could give presentations to the depart-
ment. Making it a required course for MPhil students would guarantee
there was an audience; they had to write reports on some of the talks.
PhD students were strongly encouraged to attend, as were teachers. It
was scheduled for Friday at lunch, when the colleges held their assem-

blies for undergraduates, so all teachers and postgraduate students

28

would be free at that time. Thus was born the Friday Seminar. Many
colleagues from other departments complemented us on the good at-
tendance and interesting speakers at the seminar. Initially, students
had to present their research in a Friday Seminar, but once students
became too many, we created a Postgraduate Student Forum in 2009,
which had the additional advantage of bringing graduate students

from all of Asia to the campus to exchange ideas.

When I joined the department and heard about the undergraduate
Summer Field Trip, I thought it was a silly idea. I did not see much ed-
ucational benefit from a two-week trip to Sichuan or Yunnan. Never-
theless, in May of 1998, I dutifully took my turn and led students on a
fieldtrip to Taiwan. Students picked four topics to focus on: 1) museum
fever (¥t #), 2) the Dragon Boat Festival, 3) religious revitaliza-
tion, and 4) nostalgia. I realized I had been wrong, and that students
learned a lot from the trips. I remember a student who had already
been to Taipei before commenting in amazement that there were so
many things she had not been aware of on her previous shopping trips.
Another student was quite shaken after a ceremony in which a man
dressed up as a woman, “Venerable Mother” (£%), went into trance
to advise clients. We saw her tell a mother-in-law that the reason her
daughter-in-law could not bear a child was because of the pressure she
was under, and that the mother-in-law needed to be kinder. The stu-
dent learned how to use methodological relativism. We spent four days
in Lukang over the dragon boat festival, and students had a chance to
use participant observation by going out on their own in small groups

(each with a Mandarin speaker) to try to learn about local customs. I
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saw that concepts and theories that students had read about in class
only came alive once they had the chance to use them in practice. And
Taiwanese culture was similar enough, and yet different enough, that
they could engage and practice their skills on a short trip. Many of our
students at that time had limited experience of foreign travel, so the

field trip was a very useful introduction to field work.

Over the years, students changed gradually. We started to attract more
students who knew what anthropology was when they chose their ma-
jor, and students who had more travel experience and knowledge of the
outside world. We started having students from the Mainland (some
of whom had their own culture shock upon moving to Hong Kong) and
from Europe who majored in anthropology, thus further diversifying

the department.

The biggest change came in the postgraduate programmes. We began
with one PhD student and about 5 MPhil students in 1992 and grew to a
program with around 30 postgraduate students, with eight to ten new
research postgraduate students per year by 2016. In 1999, we created
the Taught MA programme. In the first few years, most courses were
taught in conjunction with undergrad or MPhil courses, with addi-
tional MA tutorials. The programme grew organically, and by 2007,
with an increase in full-time students (many from the Mainland) and
two new teachers, most MA courses were offered specifically for MA
students and the programme grew to around 40 students per year.
The MA Programme became a valuable component to the department,

allowing students who had not previously studied anthropology to

30

re-tool and continue for advanced degrees in anthropology either at
CUHK or elsewhere, or to switch careers for work in museums, NGOs,

journalism and business.

In my first years, some students still submitted handwritten papers if
they were in Chinese. Pagers were common, and email was still new,
so we relied more on faxes. Lectures were accompanied by transpar-
encies; PPTs, for better or worse, were a later invention. The University
has gone through several different online platforms for supporting
courses, each supposedly better. But in the end, students learn best
from contact with teachers and fellow-students, deepening their un-
derstanding of new ideas, and challenging their taken-for-granted
ideas and opinions. I have learned a great deal from students’ research
projects, and have especially valued being able to visit postgraduate
students at their field sites, taking advantage of students’ long-term
fieldwork to learn a great deal in a short visit. Hong Kong’s multi-cul-
tural environment naturally opens peoples’ minds, and helps us see
things from multiple perspectives. I have learned a lot from living and
teaching at CUHK, and am grateful for the experience and knowledge

it has provided.
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Prof. Joseph Bosco Friday Seminar, late 1990s

AR ERAMEE At FRES

Summer Field Trip to Taiwan, 1998 Lunch with Faculty & Office Staff, late 2000s
AEZHATER - 1998 F HEZHAERRAZTHE LM TE - 2000 FRI1EY
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The Department of
Anthropology, CUHK:
Some Thoughts

The Dept. of Anthropology at CUHK was found-
ed in 1980; I myself began teaching in the
Department in 1994. Thus I have been in this
Department for 26 years, well over half the

Department’s 40 years of existence. How has it

changed in this period? It has grown —when I
;g;ﬁ;gon Mathews came, there were six anthropology professors

and now there are twelve. And just as the disci-
pline of anthropology has changed, so too has the Department’s class-
es in their focus. When I first came, the Department taught classes on
structuralism and on urban anthropology, along with a particular fo-
cus on Chinese ethnic minorities. Today, there is a focus on globaliza-
tion, gender and sexuality, heritage, and contemporary societal prob-
lems, along with China, and now South Asia, and a large component of
archaeology. It is a very different Department as compared to when I

first came: bigger, more diverse, and more dynamic.

Students have changed too. The first year I taught in the Department,

I vividly remember a postgraduate student becoming angry because
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she felt I was asking her to read too many books; that would definitely
not happen today. And I remember a class of thirty female anthro-
pology students all nervously bursting into giggles and pointing at a
single student in a corner of the room when asked in a language class
about the style of language students used in conversing with their
boyfriends, so scandalous was having a boyfriend in that era. That
too would definitely not happen today. Students are more aware of the
world, and more knowledgeable and sophisticated, both because of the
internet and because Hong Kong itself has changed, becoming a less
working-class and more middle-class society than it was back then.
Students today are professionally oriented in their studies and more
concerned with understanding the world. This has made anthropology

more fun to teach - although it was fun back then, too!

When I first arrived in the Department in 1994, it was chaired by David
Y. H. Wu, who had recently taken over as Chair from Chiao Chien. In the
2000s Tan Chee-Beng was Chair of the Department for many years; he
was perhaps most essential in leading the Department from its past to
its present in his many decisions in shaping the Department. Another
key person was Tracey Lu, the Department’s first archaeologist, who
played an essential role for fifteen years, and died tragically young in
2016, bravely and diligently writing two books in her final years. There
has been Joseph Bosco, my colleague and mentor for twenty years un-
til retiring, with whom I now co-edit the journal Asian Anthropology,
and Maria Tam, who taught in the Department for thirty years until
2019. At this point, Sidney Cheung and I are the only old hands re-

maining - I will be retiring before long, and Sidney not too many years
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after me - along with Ju-chen Chen, who has played an invaluable role
in the Department since 2009. Sidney and I have served as Chairs of
the Department for the past twelve years, and now the Department is
chaired by Andrew Kipnis; the Department consists of the more sen-
ior professors Sealing Cheng and Teresa Kuan, coming to CUHK in the
last decade, and our upcoming junior professors, Sharon Wong, Huang
Hsuan-ying, Lam Wengcheong, and Leilah Vevaina, as well as Wyman
Tang and Venera Khalikova. As long as I am listing names, I should
mention the essential role played by the office staff in the Department
at present. Ming Wah Leung and Grace Tsang are old hands (Grace has
been ill, and we all wish her a speedy recovery); and now the essential

Kathy Wong, Lynn Huang, Irene Chan, and Ellen Lee.

As an “old guy” in the Department, I am thrilled to see all this vital
new energy in the Department. There were times in the first years of
my career when the survival of Anthropology as a discipline at CUHK
seemed in doubt, with higher-ups wondering “who needs anthropol-
ogy?” Those days seem long gone. When I think about my decades in
the Department, it is hard not to feel a tinge of melancholy at my own
eventual departure - but of course all things in life pass, as the future
becomes the present becomes the past, and as we all live and age. But
in any case, anthropology in recent years at CUHK has been doing very

well indeed! We have very good cause to celebrate!
And what of the future? Hong Kong anthropology has established itself

as a world voice in recent years, with its members playing important

international roles in anthropology around the world. This has not
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been the case for anthropology in mainland China, which is less inter-
nationally visible, and much more linked to government policies. Can
Hong Kong anthropology continue to be free and flourishing in the
future? This question obviously applies not just to anthropology but to
Hong Kong at large - what kind of place, between China and the world,
is Hong Kong becoming? But at this time of celebration, let us remain
optimistic - Hong Kong anthropology has come a very long way in its
first forty years, and let it develop a long way further in its next forty

years!

RXE¥ (£2).

From left to right: Prof. Siumi Maria Tam, Prof. Sidney Chin Hung Cheung, Prof. Tan Chee-Beng,
Prof. Sidney Mintz, Prof. Gordon Mathews, Prof. Josephine Smart, Prof. Joseph Bosco and Prof.
Tracey Lie-dan Lu, 1999

EER: BLBEER  REBHE  RERHE  XBBHR  ESEHAR  DERIR  MAHRKER
PR HUR - 1999 F
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1985 F = F 5 ¢ 2 HE
Cover of the Student Society Newsletter, issue 3, 1985

Life in the
Department of
Anthropology,
CUHK

I joined the Department of Anthropology in 2012 but my relationship
to CUHK goes back much further. I learned how to ride a bike in the
parking lot of Residence 10, where my family lived. Back then, the wa-
ter was a stone’s throw away. I still remember the thick scab that had
formed on my kneecap from a fall off my bike. Doing away with train-

ing wheels meant getting to know what the body could do.

Fast-forward to November 2011, Montréal, Canada. I am hurriedly
leaving the convention center where a major anthropology conference
had taken place, hoping to pick up my belongings at a friend’s apart-
ment quick enough to make my flight back to Los Angeles. I run into
Gordon Mathews, who tells me his department has an opening. He
encouraged me to apply. I said, “Are you sure? I failed the other year.”
He insisted that I try, and the rest is history. What a serendipitous en-

counter, to be sure!
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It is hard to pick a memory from my years here so far. Much of life in
the department is quite routine. In my first few years, I could always
count on having a quick chat with Professor Lu after I finished teach-
ing an evening class for MA students. She was always still in her office,
at her desk. Thanks to Sidney Cheung, the hallway of the 4th floor
smells nice. And if I ever want a little snack, I know I could count on
Ju-Chen or Sealing. Annual events like the FYP Forum and Photo Day
mark the passage of time just as the rituals we study as anthropol-
ogists do for communities large and small. You would think that us
teachers would get better at popping open a bottle of fizzy peach juice

after years of practice, and yet, we do not.

So many faces, names, and people have passed through this depart-
ment. Some of them keep in touch, some are etched in memory. When
I think about all the students who were adventurous enough to devote
their studies to learning anthropology, my heart fills with the wish
that they are happy and flourishing in life. I hope the memories they

have of us are sweet!
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From right to left: Prof. Teresa Kuan, Prof. Huang Yu, Prof. Sealing Cheng, 2012
A MERBHE  BERHR  BHEBEHER - 2012F

whonanm

From left to right: Maria Tam, Sealing Cheng, Huang yu, Sharon Wong,
Teresa Kuan, Ju-chen Chen, celebrating Sealing's substantiation, 2015
T AW UNE - BhH - 520 WEER RMY - 2015F
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CUHK Anthropology
40" Anniversary
Reflections

As a relative newcomer to the department, I don’t have a firm grasp on
all of the changes and accomplishments of the past 40 years. But I did
spend a year here as a visitor here in 1997-98, and have fond memo-
ries of meeting Joe Bosco, Gordon Matthews, Sidney Cheung and Tan
Chee-Beng, as well as of living in a tiny apartment in Shatin with my
wife and five-year old son. When I returned to the department in 2017,
the offices in the New Asia Humanities Building looked just like I re-
membered them. I had the feeling that perhaps not much had changed
at all. But after meeting a group of postgraduate students, I saw that
the department’s PhD program had really grown and improved. After
teaching some classes, I also felt that the undergraduates had become

much more confident and articulate.

My own career in anthropology has often spiraled in directions op-
posite to that of the discipline at large. As an undergraduate I majored
in political science and environmental policy. The first time I heard
of anthropology was when a fellow first year student showed me a
textbook with a picture of exotic looking Papua New Guinea natives

on the cover. “Who would want to study something as weird as that?”
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I thought. But in my third year, I took a course about independence
movements in Africa that was taught by an anthropologist and loved
it. The next semester I took a course in linguistic anthropology with
the same professor and was again swept off my feet. Thinking about
language as both the very medium in which my thought took place and
as something that varied wildly from place to place was mesmerizing.
How could one discipline cover such a diverse array of important sub-

jects?

After working for a couple of years, I began a PhD program in anthro-
pology. When I arrived at graduate school, I was told that I would need
to prepare to do a research project in a particular part of the world and
I picked China. Like many young radicals, I was interested in Maoism;
this interest was fed, in part, by my undergraduate majors in policy
and political science. Maoism was a political direction that seemed
as extreme as one could imagine. I began studying Chinese and lived
in China for two and half years between 1987 and 1990 (a period that
included the massive protests of 1989) to complete my dissertation re-

search.

My interests in politics shaped the type of anthropology I did. I wrote
about the anthropology of the state, the anthropology of governing,
the anthropology of policy and the inter-relations between culture and
politics. China, of course, is a place with both a very strong authori-
tarian state and a long history of state governing. You could say that I
both picked China as a place of research because of my interest in pol-

itics and that my interest in politics was reinforced by conducting re-
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search in China. My interests in globalization were not so strong. Part
of me thought that anthropology had started off as the study of people
who lived in tribes rather than states. Now it is trying to shift to the
study of globalization as something that is above the level of national
politics. All along it has consciously rejected studying the politics of
nations, states, and bureaucracy. For me, studying globalization was
not a mode of decolonizing anthropology, but one of continuing its co-

lonial legacy of studying anything but nation-states.

But though I was and am interested in political anthropology, I have
also gradually realized the importance of more traditional anthro-
pological concerns. Part of my shift in interests also results from
my fieldwork in China. My first stint of field research took place in a
rural village and that experience really showed me the importance
of old-fashion anthropological ideas about patrilineal kinship, ag-
ricultural societies, and gift-giving. I did my second major research
project in small-town schools, and that experience made me think
that there were certainly cultural dimensions to education in China.
Between 1998 and 2017, I lived in Australia and taught at the Austral-
ian National University. Anthropology in Australia in many ways is
more “old-fashion” than anthropology in the United States. Aborig-
inal groups in Australia are often more separated from “mainstream
society” than Native Americans in the United States and a significant
portion of Australian anthropology focuses on Aboriginal Austral-
ia. Australia’s proximity to Papua New Guinea also means that many
Australian anthropologists have done research there, so the textbook

images that turned me off as an undergraduate became much more

52

familiar to me. As nearly half of my colleagues did research with peo-
ple from Aboriginal Australia or New Guinea, I developed a healthy
respect for the type of anthropology that stems from more traditional

forms of anthropological research.

Prof. Andrew Kipnis (second from the right) visiting Hong Kong, 1998
ERZHER (A2) R 1998 FiHMBEERBY

Now I have arrived at The Chinese University of Hong Kong and find
myself living in one of the most globalized cities in the world. The lo-
cal students and staff are mostly tri-lingual, while a large number of
foreign students make the campus feel as global as any university in
New York City, London, Paris, or Tokyo. Goods, internet memes, and

people seem to arrive from almost any corner of the earth. While I
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may not want to do research on globalization, I can hardly avoid it. My
anthropological journey has thus been full of spirals, reverse spins,
and sometimes idiosyncratic turns. Wherever the past forty years of
anthropology at Chinese University has gone, I am sure it will have an

interesting future. I am grateful to be part of it.
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Students' Pottery Excavation Exercise (around the 1990s)



ANBE R B

98 FFHEF) NJHEER » B — M - TAEARFE H AR E T » 55
AR o — R PR BI KU B Bt 2% B LA
SRR ] AHL IR 22 P FR BT T LB P P RO Bk o FRA c TEMEERIAONG 2 A5
AR Tk T free rider » B [a] B E 52 R IH 3R o

5B TAR IR o BRI E R AR > ML BEE AR 0 HIEE T —
NIFER T — {8 BRI 22 - JRWFHE Joseph Bosco afik » BE{FHHEAEE
HFERZ > FRAROAE > AR SR RPY > B Gordon Mathews fE 7 — it
A AR - AR IR A B > R R S B 5R > E F Gordon Y

WA RS Joe AR 2B AR - RABF A A - 54% Gordon
#R F & : [Joe is wrong. I'll give you three reasons...; J# 52 Gordon &,
5o R L EGR F A 0 EF Joe A E  BRARE : [Gordon said
you're wrong because 1, 2, 3, 4...] Joe iR ¥ #i : No... no... no... Gordon
is wrong...) Zc ¥4 # » &5 RE BN confused » AR TR PLE X S = A
WAz > P F L Joe IEHE > ¥ Gordon IERE » 45558 = (7R
[Both of them are wrong! I think... |

56

RILGEEAR > HE RS E 2 MY > AR E AT LRTAE > R AR

> AR Z ARG Rl T IREE R L e R AL BE R I
166 o B B B A 2T DA MR A — R S AR B
Fir DAL B AR 0 NS B AR G B > I ) — Rl A R R B S
BB N EXE > AR Y LR R E IR FARME LR E
JA IR R E e postgrad > FHEDE—D T NS R L -

BT B > SEABNE T 1015 > L —BMHFESR 10-20 HHY
readings - {EHHF %% ek 2 7 E R — A W F 100-200 HAY readings > I
HFC13—IK Friday seminar & 7 — {7 M ZAR A = - iR A BETT
FE F BE (7 40 B BAR P T L A AR » A 2 seminar 58 T 4% > MR %

WZAE AR AR — BEBUR A SR - AR AP B P R B I E 7 3 5 2
B > FH biliterate and trilingual » =35 fU 4% Cantonese, English, and
Mandarin » & & 5 2 Mandarin — = » HAh 2 #Z BE B 5} 5% Mandarin &
B BT AR BB 5 SRR L SR 0 e o I R ks ol
¥ Mandarin — @7 » Ml T8 - IRE ACMERAZE
JB > A BB > AT R 0 S A Y e o AR R
Fy oo BEAEA L A A B AR S B 3 R > — R
MELE P > MEALFEE o AEFERE - WACH » MRS ERER
— PR — Rz - GE SR -

i undergrad %] postgrad - HRAE R B C A8 PEHEZ I 4% 1 7% 3 o 2 HL

Ry T A AP AT DL 7S B L e AR 2 SR AR AT DUA B RS A H
AP critical HUJgHrb—[f > SRR ERALM LA - SO — W - iR

57



Ff& “Magic, Myth, and the Supernatural” [ TA > &F ¥R A RFfE >
HR & R Joe 7B BE T e ok B WG B o MR AR T ARG - 15 B S
SE L — SRR AT - R VO Y IR o B O A — R R R
Joe {5 T RA > P LEEH o TRIFNL - SRR B A B E R AR IR R >
oA=L TA WP T —F » SR - TARWE > 7E B SOk » 78 Fl e
e NAR B AR M A R WE | ) Joe BERI AN S HRLAZ - B %I ] 2 Bdz
mode > 7 EAMAE B EITARIESE o UG ATAR BT B A AR R 2 E -

BIEHCHRET » W1EiE department #H - AR GHEA > HOHSE
A A SRR EN SR WE > — B ISR TE S department 48 A [F] 19 il » A
R E G NETIRE R A AR SRR LA
WRC R RS R YR IR B A 1y 2 > o AT Al s 0 - o th 4 st e
HBE > KA CREBEEL THEERER > B & B e - =
BRERy - BUE B OB - e o M AT Oy S EER AR > B
EHH RS F R AR MR 12 B - R 1.5 /N
R AR R RO
Ao SO AT 8 S
ELZRME WHRE
o6 i AR W] LA
RFEE R W ER
HAEAZEMG
Ao — 8%
B : TAIl of them

. BEXEL (BRHET) R 2000 FEMEHBATFERS -
are wrong. I think... | EHES S IEIN 3

=

58

LGB ) FZHCRERER)
'First-year Students Self-portrait', Student Society Newsletter, issue 3, 1991
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My Classmates at
CUHK Anthropology

Beginning in 2011, my profound experience at CUHK was entirely a
product of interacting with my classmates. To this day, I have not
found a more intellectually challenging and inspiring group of indi-
viduals. Frankly, they ruined academia for me, because everything
else in comparison is disappointing. When it came to understand-
ing China, Hong Kong and Anthropology, we struggled together, we
helped each other and, when the faculty wasn’t looking, we even had
fun. This picture comes from an evening on Lamma Island, when we
found an apartment with enough beds and couches for all ten of us to
crash for an evening. Our MPhil classmates, Yang Daguo, Calvin Xue,
Fu Jing, Candy Hiu, and Gloria Tsang were deeply stressed with their
thesis writing and the four Ph.D.s, Yu Xin, Yuan Changgeng, Lin Dan
and I, had just passed our Comps. We all needed a night to relax. Af-
ter BBQing for a few hours, we went for a midnight walk on the beach.
Daguo and Calvin were playing us some music, when suddenly out of
the darkness emerged Mick Atha, who lived just down the street from
the beach, another long-term friend and part-time teacher at CUHK
Anthropology. A week or two later, each of us received a package from

Candy. It was a printed and framed copy of this picture, a rare physical
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memory in this digital age, from a friend who somehow always re-
membered to celebrate each of our birthdays. I feel truly fortunate to
have had insight, support and friendship from these friends while in
Hong Kong, which is why this pictures stays with me wherever I trav-
el to remind me where I come from. I am not just a rural kid from the
mountains of Montana, or a Chinese language student wandering the
streets of Chengdu looking for the best shaokao, I am also an anthro-
pologist from CUHK and the people in this picture made me who I am

today. Sending many wishes as the Department celebrates its 40™ An-

niversary.
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Prof. Tracey Lie-dan Lu

Some memories about
the Department of
Anthropology

When I knew I was enrolled in the Anthropology Department after
the release of JUPAS result 17 years ago, my feeling was mixed - I did
very good in geography during my secondary school years and dreamt
to be a geography major at CUHK, as a result of an impact on me from
my geography teacher as well as a sense of security with my then ac-
ademic performance. I chose anthropology out of my curiosity about
archaeology, courses of which were only offered by the Anthropology
Department during my time (I think it is still true today). While I was
a little bit disappointed when I realized that I wasn’t enrolled as a ge-
ography major, I was equally, though superficially, thrilled to study in
CUHK as a student from a Band 5 secondary school - I was one of the
two students enrolled in CUHK that year (2003, well it was some time

ago). Anthropology was still a mystery to me at that time.

In the first semester (fall 2003), I enrolled in the elementary course
of Archaeology (Understanding Archaeology by my favorite profes-
sor Tracy Lu) along with two other core courses (Understanding An-

thropology and Humans and Culture), plus I took a course in gender
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(Gender and Culture). The first year of study was hectic to me; with the
limited knowledge in what I was taking as well as my mediocre skills
in English writing, I did poorly. Frankly, I was thinking of transferring
to the Department of Geography during that time.

During my time, the good thing about the Department of Anthropol-
ogy was it being small. It was a small department with less than half
a dozen of teachers and no more than 20 students per cohort, and I
quickly got along very well with students of my year as well as those
my senior; and teachers were so devoted to their teaching with intense
interaction. And soon I forgot about the idea of transferring to Geog-
raphy and actively involved in the student life of the Department by
being one of the members in the Student Society of Anthropology.

All my teachers of anthropology were so unique, and above all,
adorable. Among them I would like to address three most important

teachers I encountered in the Department of Anthropology.

Prof. Tracey Lu was my teacher of Archaeology. She was a lovely lady
who truly poured every bit of her efforts into her classes to make us
understand what archaeology was about. I remember when I lived in
Chi Man Dorm at NA College during Year 2 and walked on the path next
to the Humanities Building to my dorm every time after some fancy
midnight gathering with friends, the light was on from the windows
of Tracey’s office - She was hardworking like that. And I remember the
moment she gave me her masterpiece on rice cultivation in prehistory

before she left for Australia, where she spent her last moments in life
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with her family. I deeply miss her as my teacher and a sincere friend in

my life.

Prof. Gordon Mathews was my teacher of anthropological theories.
He was (and still is!) an interesting guy who made his classes full of
fun and stress at the same time. His interpretation and teaching on
anthropological theories, language and culture as well as globaliza-
tion are still vivid in my mind. He also gave me thrills — whenever he
asked students taking his class “what’s interesting”about their learn-
ing about the readings he gave, those were the moment that I learnt I
couldn’t be lazy, at least in his classes. Gordon then became my super-
visor for my MPhil. research. When I was still a student, I sometimes
got mad when he didn’t tell me directly the answers to his questions.
But now I understand that it was his urge for me to think and write
with depth and subtlety, and this intent is still profound today when
I work somewhat outside of anthropology academically - his critical

inquiry into knowledge is what I always hope to keep up with.

Prof. Tan Chee-Beng was like a light house to me during my academic
years. He was the head of the Department at that time. When I was in
my second year, he offered me a place to do an internship in a human
right organization in Malaysia, in which I learnt how human rights
should be sought and upheld in the real world. Before I headed to Ma-
laysia, he already helped arrange everything necessary there for me
through his own network. He was like a father figure in the Depart-
ment. I took all the courses he taught in the Department. Although he

wasn’t my MPhil supervisor (he was my co-supervisor and Chairman
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of my panel anyway), he from time to time enlightened me with his
advice and wisdom. When I submitted the first draft of my MPhil the-
sis, Gordon wasn’t happy about what I wrote and asked me to think
things over. I went to Prof. Tan and asked him for opinion, he advised
me not to look just onto the facts I collected but into the process be-
yond what I saw from the materials. Finally, I reorganized my thesis
upon Prof. Tan’s advice, and he was equally supportive during my oral

defense that put me at ease.

The course work for my MPhil. officially came to an end in 2008, and I
couldn’t wait until the completion of my thesis to start another chapter
of my life outside the university. The shock at the beginning was pro-
found - being too critically analytical could be a problem in the work
place. And I got some troubles in the first year of working due to that. I
am not going into details, but after these years I can only tell that the
sharp edges in me (which I think are essential for the academic career)
have been long gone. Yet, the training of anthropology remains - just
as when I think of the hard work of Dr. Lu, the subtlety of Dr. Mathews
and the deep thoughts of Dr. Tan. Above all, I am always proud of be-

ing an anthro. graduate.

Update

After a short stint in the media industry as an assistant editor, Bre-
vis has since then started his career in the field of museum. He first

worked as an assistant curator at the Collection Management Unit

in the Hong Kong Museum of History to oversee the registration and
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management of museum artefacts, and then the Archaeology Unit in
the same museum to help deliver exhibitions related to archaeology
in Hong Kong and elsewhere. After spending 7 years in the Museum of
History, he was involved in a short-term project at the Head Quarters
of Leisure and Cultural Services Department and was posted to the
Antiquities and Monuments Office, where he worked as an assistant
curator in the Archaeology Unit responsible for developmental issues
related to archaeology. And now he is working for the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage Office. As an anthropology graduate, he is more than
happy to offer advice to anthro. students on career in the museum
field. Please feel free to contact him. (Please let the Department know,
I guess they don’t mind referring your questions to me via my personal

email :D)

From right to left: Prof. Gordon Mathews, Prof. Joseph Bosco and Prof. Tracey Lie-dan Lu, 2004
AEL  ESBERR  MAHE - BRSHE - 2004 F
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How Anthropology
Influences Me

After finishing all courses, I began to miss my teachers, and I am also

looking forward to being awarded an MA degree in Anthropology!

On the one hand, Anthropology is a vast concept that relates to all
things about human beings. It gives me a lot of different lenses to see
life and to explore the world. I feel that the world we are living in is
filled up with many tensions, like the rich versus the poor, the black
versus the white, the West versus the East, etc. They surround us, and
anxieties grow. In the past one or two years, we witnessed the Brexit,
the trade war between the USA and China, the HK march, the pandem-
ic, which caused political and economic tensions. Many friends cannot
get visas due to these complicated situations. With ANTH knowledge, I
got more tolerance to accept all these things. I am not acknowledging
these tensions with a sad attitude, instead, with a tolerant attitude.
"Knowledge about the world should be oriented towards greater empa-
thy, solidarity, and equality." I think you are showing not just knowl-

edge but also the attitudes to me.
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On the other hand, Anthropology
is very small. I got a feeling that
everything means something after
I learned ANTH. Then, ANTH can
be a very little thread. I feel like it
inspired me to listen, to observe, to
capture, and to enjoy. Take cooking
for example, I never found it so ex-
citing and unusual to cook. But now,

I find some funny points in cook-

ing. Take the wheat as an exam-
ple; wheat is widely planted in the
world, covering 2.2 million square kilometers. It can be used to make
noodles, cake, bread, beer... we say water has different shapes, and so
has wheat. It can be shaped into many various forms and mixed with
other ingredients, and give me different tastes. I mean, I have never
thought of these. It is the training I got that makes me think of these
small things, and I feel like my life is full of surprises, waiting for me
to open. I never feel like this. I love this feeling. When my friend asked
what I wanted for my 30th birthday, I think I have received my best
gift - a one-year MA study of Anthropology.

For the 40™ anniversary of our department's founding, I am so hon-

ored to be one to witness it. Members of different ages will come to-

gether for its 40™, 50™... 100™ anniversary, which is exciting.
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Boat trip to Sai Kung, 2013 (photo courtesy of Dr. Gil Hizi)
BB R EEMT - 2013 4 (R A Gil Hizi BiR4)




CUHK Anthropology:
Founding of a Dream

Among all the passengers of the Airbus-310, which took-off from
Dhaka in the afternoon on July 20, 2002 to Hong Kong, was a young
dream-aspirant who envisioned to be an anthropologist and admitted
himself in the MPhil program at CUHK anthropology. The next noon
Grace smilingly welcomed me when I first stepped in the department
and Professor Tan Chee-Beng was in his office to cordially invite me
to join for a lunch in the nearby restaurant. With the first Chinese food
on my table, experiences in the foreign land for the first time began
to bloom since then. Anthropology at CUHK impacted on me so pro-
foundly that I completely devoted myself to be an anthropologist later
on. The journey with anthropology at CUHK started with so many new
learnings that laid the foundation of my anthropological knowledge.
It was just amazing being with such distinguished anthropologists in
the department such as Tan Chee-Beng, Gordon Mathews, Joseph Bos-
co, Sidney Cheung, Maria Tam, Tracey Lie-dan Lu. Writing MPhil the-
sis under the guidance of Prof. Tan, Prof. Mathews and Prof. Bosco was
such a rewarding experience that I continued working on the manu-
script and later on published my first book Pursuing Alternative De-

velopment: Indigenous People, Ethnic Organization and Agency (Lon-
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don: Palgrave MacMillan 2015). Although it was initially challenging
to adapt to the fast pace of learning at CUHK, faculty members in the
department were so supportive and considerate that I soon overcame
the constraints. I came across with such wonderful friends and class-
mates as Duan Ying from China, Akiyo from Japan, and Eric, Phoebe,
Heidi, Alice, Wyman, Teresa from Hong Kong. Visiting Sha Tin, Fo Tan
and Tsim Sha Tsui for lunch or dinner was a routine. Thanks to Face-
book for still allowing us to be in touch. My two years of learning at
CUHK anthropology ended in 2004 when I graduated with an MPhil
degree and got immediately rewarded with a PhD admission at the
National University of Singapore (NUS) with Research Scholarship and
a prestigious President’s Graduate Fellowship. Having awarded a PhD
in anthropology in 2010, I immediately got a job offer from University
Brunei Darussalam where I taught for 4 years and headed the Depart-
ment of Sociology and Anthropology. In 2015 I decided to go back to
Bangladesh to serve my country and since then I have been continuing
as an Associate Pro-
fessor of Anthropol-
ogy in the Depart-
ment of Development
Studies, University
of Dhaka. I still miss
my room 201 in the
department. It was
the Anthropology
Department at CUHK

that laid the founda- On the way to Fo Tan for dinner
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tion of my dream in anthropology that later on continued to flourish as
prop roots of a banyan tree. I specially thank Prof. Tan Chee-Beng for
accepting me as his MPhil student that allowed me to be in CUHK to

enrich my insights in anthropology which continues till now.

I wholeheartedly
congratulate CUHK
anthropology on the
40th anniversary
of its founding and
for continuing to be
a catalyst to impact
so profoundly on the
society in Asia and

globally.

From left to right: Me and my wife, Prof. Tan Chee-Beng and his wife

90

ANBERBZ
B3, BUERIR R

8%

JEREHEH > BB G I L AFHT o ERERRBATY > WM& 1
H e ] 5 B RO 4% past paper o FA [a] £ — R ACE ] F 4 o AL/ O B
SEEEWHEN THRONE ) W] T o RATRURE - E IR E R e B
AR ELRORE - SRS ARIS - R R NBHRS ISR 75— > — /g
VERA R AT > ARRREREE > AR (R B PR BRI
JE B AR o

R IR AT DUBRAR - R DB ) [ & 5 AR > AR Rk
SEZBERAE AN o S - B ETRANA — AR AN AR BAR o 28 A
BB T NBIEE SR B A0 A DB R > BBEHEE 7 i b s T
HRL ) BRIE o NBURTEEI R B MR > M AE#E A B9 )
B IR WD > NELE AN B FOR R AR o 7RIS IR AOR
BATHEAARBRIL  WRAEEMEERE T » KRR EEMARE
78 S ) A A [ B2 o

91



BlfE

ANBE ARG R ATBUE R RN o MIE — AR B IR A ifE
O 1 o — ] RE R T BB A 4 pool 4 FTRERE AR EME T o KR
NSRRI LA 6 2 19 M AR Bl R B > B 2 52 S0 7
MEL o R bk ) N ST S S A A AN B A B o R RN — (o P BB R
AT SR — B B — i LA S g B2 Ay A B A > R B A 47 1
FAFRFEREE | A0 38D WO 7 10 B A A IRBAR o 1B D MUk B R I
IR NBTER o Tl JF £ A0 e -

U BAE AN B NS ERRB) T A - K& AR W)/ ANT0120 55—
f reading #7& B AY AR B R [Nacirema) fl s - MALEA B CHE
FW—EME > BHEWATS - TIEMIER ) MEE BHIKESEAE
b o EASLE  REFEL - AFEVER - AR R R B A
LT B 2 — Mok 05 25 B A MR > TR RIS B A B S AE TPAT 1
B AT A TR AR i i o TS B 1 8 (A R A
M ECKAEZEMARA > BlEHbEEL M - 5 > BEalARIA
MA R A SN G ZIE -

ARE

AR, EREA A — A EILE R Ui AS Ve, A ANBUER A
AT AT T B E /U515 o B LR vl 53 AR IR o R BRARAR
% TAFEHET AT AR > (EUR FRAR A N SORS 1A SCBR B2 f163 1
BOACRYy o B 2 R 2 A A BTER A 4 5 S 4 !

92

K Funny So 8{f{F

A& Angus Chan E2{F{f

93



My Anthropological
Pursuit

I am now a doctoral candidate at the Department of Social and Cultur-
al anthropology, University of Cologne, Germany. It has been one and
a half years since I came to Germany for my doctoral study. Travelling
between Germany, Hong Kong and Shanghai during this period of
time, I felt turbulent yet safe, tired but fulfilled. Echoing with Cultural
Relativism and the Holistic approach initiated by Franz Boas, I decided
to shift my major to anthropology many years ago. Now I am lucky to
study in the home country of Franz Boas and study with a supervisor
holding similar views, and I am able to pursue the value, knowledge,

and methodology which I want to adhere to.

A peaceful life in memory is a treasure during the time of chaos. I miss
the days when I was a student at the Department of Anthropology in
Hong Kong. With open discussions every day, teachers knowledgeable
and warm, and schoolmates smart and friendly, I was able to swim
in the sea of knowledge, new and tired, but unprecedentedly happy. I

have left the department physically, but I never left intellectually.
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Every tiny progress now I have is built on the knowledge and experi-
ence I obtained from Hong Kong. I still remember when Prof. Gordon
Mathews asked us in the theory class: Is anthropology art or science?
I never give up seeking for the answer since this question carries my
value, beliefs, and vision on anthropology as a discipline. Now contin-
uing my pursuit in German academia, I find a small tree has grown up
from the seed planted into soil in Hong Kong. Why cannot anthropol-
ogy be an art and a science at the same time? I hope my ethnography
can describe the richness of people’s everyday life. Through systematic
analysis, I hope my ethnography can present the most realistic human
experience and explore a fundamental question of human existence
when we live in a society as individuals. I am reading philosophy. I
hope it can inspire me to write an artistic ethnography based on scien-

tific analysis.

Now it is the 40™ birthday of the Department of Anthropology in The
Chinese University of
Hong Kong. No matter
if we are in Hong Kong
or not, we are willing
to be with it together.
May its tress of wisdom
be evergreen, nourish-
ing more students, and

producing more fruitful

fruits in the future.

MA graduation party, 2009
NEBEITEERY - 2009 F
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“Anthropology is
not a science!”
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Sweet Memories of
CUHK Anthropology

Anthropology has always played a part in my adult life, both profes-

sionally as well as personally.

I have very fond memories of my time at the Anthropology Depart-
ment. I always looked forward to the lectures and even enjoyed writing
papers very much! Growing up in an ethnically diverse household and
moving across eight different countries meant that anthropology felt
like the most natural field I could choose to study. I really love how
it is both an art as well as a science, much like life is! Although I was
often away from the campus as I was practicing martial arts outside
(HK/ KLN side) I loved the nature that surrounded the university and
frequently went for silent walks in it. I loved being able to see the stars

and the moon at night as there was less light pollution on campus.

Cooking with my roommate, best friend and classmate Ayumi was
always a special treat as it was a way to have fun, nourish each
other and have little cultural exchanges through food. All the
dinners we enjoyed with the department were also a wonderful

way to spend quality time with my classmates and professors.
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Although I sometimes found
the university administra-
tion harsh and bureaucratic,
I always had a very warm and
friendly experience within the
Anthropology Department.
It was intimate and support-
ive and felt like a safe haven.

Writing assessments in the

computer room next to other

Lunch with Ayumi

classmates was always fun and

stimulating.

I particularly loved field trips we took (like visiting Chungking Man-
sions with Gordon) and doing field work for my papers (my favourite
ones being one on "Thai ladyboys" and understanding how the church
helps many Indonesian domestic workers in Hong Kong.) I tended to
lean towards gender or globalisation in many of my research papers
and found a lot of passion writing my thesis on female fighters rene-
gotiating gender boundaries in Hong Kong; I interviewed many of my
peers and it was my first and only time researching from a truly emic

perspective.
I intend to visit the CUHK Anthropology Department whenever I come

back to Hong Kong for a visit, as I have incredibly fond memories there

that have shaped much of my adult life for the best.
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Update

After graduating from the CUHK Anthropology Department, [ moved
to Bangkok for 6 months to train and fight professionally in Muay
Thai. I won a world title belt in Jan, 2011, just before moving back to
Hong Kong.

I worked in Hong Kong in the fitness industry for a couple of years,
then I started studying and teaching general movement practices.
I moved to Sydney in 2015 where I set up my own business teaching

movement, and I also started teaching workshops internationally.

In 2018, I started learning meditation from my guru who lives in Hy-
derabad, India, and I have been visiting him a few times a year to keep

studying.

In 2020, I moved to Canberra to
work with a friend at a larger
facility. My work now incorpo-
rates movement for longevity
and athleticism, meditation,
spiritual practices, and estab-
lishing a holistic lifestyle that
includes creativity, nutrition
and social plus environmental

awareness.

Graduation
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2017 FEHRIBERAE i FEERT A ERIEERER]
Visiting the Ta Prohm temple during the 2017 Summer Fieldtrip to Cambodia;
Prof. Sharon Wong is the first from the right in the front row (in blue coat).
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EREFEKRSHATER - 1980 £
Summer Field Research of Yao Nationality in Liannan, Guangdong, the 1980s
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1981 New Asia College Singing Competition, photo courtesy of Mr. Andy Lau.
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My Seven Years in
the Anthropology
Department, CUHK

The seven years I had spent at CUHK were some of the most formative
years of my life. Through new and oftentimes challenging experiences
as first a Ph.D. student, then in the course of fieldwork and disserta-
tion writing, and finally as an adjunct lecturer, our department was
a constant source of support for me. The life of a young academic can
be quite precarious and full of uncertainty. Yet even in my most trying
times, our department was like a safe harbour in a storm, a constant

rock during some of the most uncertain periods of my life.

After I quit my job in Shanghai and knew I would be going to CUHK for
my doctoral studies, I had imagined many scenes of what my new life
in Hong Kong would be like. But the reality of entering a Ph.D. pro-
gramme in anthropology was far beyond anything I could have im-
agined at that time. From intensive course-work to my first teaching
experience at CUHK, to the seemingly (at the time) endless readings in
preparation for qualifying exams, and ultimately on towards fieldwork
and dissertation writing, my time at CUHK was a long period of chal-
lenges. Those challenges and pressures for me were akin to a difficult

role-play video game where each stage overcome led to new and even
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more challenging experiences. But in hindsight, those seven years

prepared me to become the anthropologist I am today.

As much as training me to become a scholar of human societies, our
department has also profoundly shaped me to become a better human
and deeply influenced how I interact with others in the academic com-
munity today. From my mentors in the department, I learned the im-
portance of academic diversity, professionalism, and mutual respect.
In my time at CUHK, my own worldview had been broadened and I had
come to greatly appreciate the value of differing perspectives while
also developing my own skills in discussion and debate with those who
hold divergent opinions. In the end, the relationships built with the
professors and my fellow students at our department held the most
meaning for me. In the oftentimes solitary world of academic research,
this lifelong community is the most cherished reward from my seven
years at CUHK.

After completing my Ph.D. studies in 2018, I briefly served as an ad-
junct assistant professor in our department and also a lecturer in
Italian Studies at the Shanghai International Studies University. Then
I moved to the United States as I was awarded a two-year postdoc
fellowship at the Population Studies and Training Centre of Brown
University. I am currently revising my Ph.D. dissertation about Chi-

nese-owned coffee bars in Italy into a book manuscript.
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After my Friday Seminar, 2017
(From left to right: Elena Nichini, Prof. Joseph Bosco, me, and Edwin Schmitt)

Surprise party for Prof. Teresa Kuan' s substantiation with fellow postgraduate students, 2018
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Anthropology Department 10" Anniversary Celebration, 1990
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My Sweet
Memory

A decade ago, when I was still working as a marketing consultant for
a food company, I was always puzzled by why many Chinese chefs
refused to use Japanese soy sauce in cooking Chinese food. What is
the meaning of taste, food and identity? Why do some people eat pig
but some are prohibited to do so? Why did our diet change? So, I was
chilled to find out these answers after studying the course “Food and
Culture” with Professor Tan Chee-Beng during my taught Master’s
studies. Without his support, I would never have imagined going on to
complete a PhD degree under his supervision, becoming a medical an-
thropologist, and completing my first monograph-Milk Craze in China
(forthcoming in Feb. 2021).

Sidney Cheung is another professor showing me the possibility to re-
search on food. He inspired me to start my first project in local “tea
cafés” and he is most directly responsible for my book. Blending his-
torical rigor and anthropological wit, he showed me the possibility of
bridging anthropology and the culinary world. In addition to being one
of the most popular professors teaching “magic”, Joseph Bosco pro-

vided me with manuscript feedback that was full of his characteristic
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warmth and sharpness. I can still remember how he has helped me to

correct all the mistakes on spelling and punctuation marks!

In addition to Dr. Tan, my supervisor and my two PhD. thesis commit-
tee members, Sidney and Joseph, I am indebted to many other teach-
ers and colleagues who have been helping and encouraging me all the
way. Gordon Mathews’ low-end globalization theory and writings on
well-being also stimulate my writings on bottom-up heritagization
of milk tea in Hong Kong (published in Asian Anthropology) and my
research on anti-aging function food. Tracey Lu, the best archeolo-
gist I have ever met, was in fact my first informant on the indigenous
water buffalo milk of China. Born in Shunde, Tracey kindly shared her
own experience of homemade stir-fried buffalo milk with me. She was
an incredible teacher beloved by students and colleagues alike and is
deeply missed. Maria Tam’s research, writings and teaching on food
and gender continue to inspire me, and I frequently use and quote
her works in my teaching and publications. I also love the class of Sa-
roja Dorairajoo and I hope that I can teach as good as her. Her works
on food, power and violence are brilliant and her confidence in my
teaching and research always lit me up. I am grateful to all my past
colleagues in the Anthropology Department for their goodwill and en-
couragement, and especially to Teresa Kuan, Ju-chen Chen and Sealing
Cheng, for broadening my thinking, offering me teaching advice and
answering questions on publication. My teaching experience in CUHK
will never be so pleasant if not well-supported by Grace Tsang, Flor-
ence Lam, Kathy Wong, Irene Chan, Wah and Ping. Their efficiency and

unfailing good spirit are so heartening.
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Last, but not the least, in
trying to learn about the
food culture and dietary
health of Shunde, I have
been assisted by many

people. First and fore-

most are the water buffalo
cheesemakers of Jinbang Hand-made indigenous water buffalo cheese
village and my friends in floating on salty water
Daliang. Over the many
years that I made visits to the village and the town of Daliang to con-
duct research for this book, I was warmly welcomed by them, and they
always answered my questions on the complexities and nuances of the
milk culture with great patience. So, I especially wish to thank Yuk,
who does the cleaning job of our apartment building. Her sister’s fam-
ily members have become my host and also my best friends in Daliang.
They introduced me to Jinbang village and have never stopped sharing
knowledge with me about the past and present of the milk culture in

Daliang.

I'would say that my study and teaching in the CUHK Anthropology De-

partment has totally transformed my life!
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Display Board of the Anthropology Week (early 1980s)

On Anthropology
and Industrial
Design

My background is industrial design. In the mid of my industrial design
career, I took MA in Anthropology at CUHK in 2009. Afterwards, my
career was shifted to the academic world beginning by teaching design

in the National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore.

Later, I pursued my doctoral study in design in Helsinki, Finland. Giv-
en the opportunity, I was recruited by the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology (HKUST) in 2017 to join the task force to es-
tablish a new design division. Now, I am residing well in a science and
technology university to nurture students a design approach for ele-

gant human-centric innovations.

Till now, I still remember the impact made on me when I was read-
ing my first anthropology book, The Ethnography of Malinowski: The
Trobriand Islands 1915-18. The impact was about the power of an an-
thropologist to see the complexity behind the Kula ring and to later
explain the concepts of reciprocity and exchange. Afterwards, I dis-

covered the joy of reading every anthropological story.
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Still, I was at a time struggling be-
tween the more analytical field of
anthropology and the more prag-
matic field of industrial design,
which is my profession. There is al-
ways a design solution after analys-
ing a problem but is there a solution
after studying people? This took me
quite some time to realise how ap-

plicable anthropology is to design

and how close the two fields could be
indeed. Anthropology is about stud-
ying people and industrial design is about designing solutions for peo-

ple. The study target - people - is the same despite their study results.

Having grasped the concept of “reasoning people’s behaviours,” I
began to observe and started to see things hidden in plain sight. I
brought this observant eye to my profession. Industrial Design is
a problem-solving process for new and creative solutions to solve
problems. Without realizing the underlying root of people’s needs, a
wrong solution would be produced to solve the wrong problem. The
observant eye always helped me create good product design that are
pleasant to use by users. When I joined academic design in univer-
sities, I further formulated the integrated knowledge of design and
anthropology into principles to guide students to observe people’s
behaviours in a systematic manner for elegant human-centric inno-

vations.
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To look back, I am glad that I took my anthropology study. I never for-
get reading articles and books day and night, and I never regret trav-
elling far to listen to lectures conducted by respectful professors. The

knowledge is lifelong.

(&
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Christopher Cheng (MPhil Graduate) &
Kiko Ko (UG Graduate)

After completing his MPhil in 2012, Christopher Cheng continued
doing what he most enjoyed: ethnographic fieldwork on Canton-
ese-speaking societies. Chris studied the post-fishing livelihoods of
Sai Kung fisher-folk before embarking upon his own research on mi-
grant heritage. After multiple expeditions to the qiaoxiang (emigrant
towns and villages of South China), Christopher took up a PhD position
at the Institute for Culture and Society in Australia in 2017 as part of
the China-Australia Heritage Corridor research team. His doctorate
research seeks to preserve the living memories of significant places
to Chinese Australians, including those beyond Australian shores. His
thesis specifically deals with the history and heritage of Australian
Chinese funded modern schools in Zhongshan, Guangdong, the an-
cestral hometown of many Chinese Australians including his own. He
feels grateful that he found the ultimate research topic, combining his
university education in architecture and anthropology and interests

on Chinese migrant lives in Australia and the Pearl River Delta.

Kiko Ko completed her BA in 2011. Beyond the walls of NAH, she has
been applying her anthropological skills at various tertiary institu-
tional settings in Hong Kong: she taught methods courses and mod-
erated numerous focus-group discussions before migrating overseas.
Despite some initial culture shocks as a new migrant, she remains in-

vested in making a positive difference in every way possible in her new
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home: When not involved in advocating climate justice (a global issue),
Kiko is locally active in promoting greater awareness of cultural and
linguistic diversity in Sydney. In 2019, in the presence of family and
friends, including a small cohort of Hong Kong anthropologists, Kiko
and Christopher were married. Since then, they have made a home for
themselves in “the land down under”. Digging through their photo
albums, in preparation for this write-up, they were delighted to rekin-
dle themselves with many familiar faces including CUHK classmates,

friends and teachers.

Chris and Kiko meeting Prof. Tan at a conference on Overseas Chinese in Nagasaki in 2017.
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Chris with Lu Ming, Jiting Luo, Ju-chen Chen and Saroja Dorairajoo catching up in 2018.

Chris and Kiko's 'simply perfect' wedding in Sydney in 2019 attended
by Chiu-fai Chow, Ka-lok Lam, Heidi Wan and Panda Lau.
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Eric Li
MA Graduate

Since I completed my MA in Anthro-
pology at CUHK, I joined the Ph.D. in
Marketing program at the Schulich
School of Business at York Universi-
ty. I am currently an Associate Pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Management
of the University of British Columbia
(Okanagan campus). To me, academ-
ic is not just limited to writing pa-

pers. It is important to connect our

research with teaching and help our
students learn how to think critical-

ly and solve problems creatively.

Learning is a lifelong commitment and students should see them-
selves as part of the knowledge community and take an active role in
building that community. While my job is all about researching and
teaching, I am seeking every opportunity to help students become a

whole person.

I missed my time at the New Asia College. I am glad that I am still able

to connect with many of my Anthropology classmates these days.
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Francisca Lai J# it
MPhil Graduate

Francisca Lai is an assistant profes- w

sor in the Center for General Educa-

tion at National Tsing Hua Univer-

sity, Taiwan. Prof. Maria Tam was J\/ 1 Dto
Lai’s advisor when Lai was pursing EER

her MPhil degree in the Department.
Lai is very grateful to Prof. Tam for
not only opening a window of gen-
der studies and anthropological re-

Asian Labor Migration and
search but also her constant support g Female Same-Sex Desires
and encouragement. Lai received her Frandsca Yuenki La
PhD in cultural anthropology from

Purdue University, USA.

Lai’s new book, entitled Maid to Queer: Asian Labor Migration and
Female Same-Sex Desires, published by Hong Kong University Press
(Queer Asia series) will be available in December 2020. For those inter-
ested in lesbian studies, Asian labor migration, sexual citizenship, and
queer migration, this ethnography fills an important gap in explaining
how the feminization of international migration and the constraints
imposed on live-in domestic workers unintentionally become produc-

tive possibilities of queerness and normativity.
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Yang Yang
MPhil Graduate

Nicole YANG, Yang is As-
sistant Manager (Quality
Assurance) at Lingnan
Institute of Further Ed-
ucation, Lingnan Uni-
versity. She is currently
writing a book with Prof.

Gordon Mathews and

Allie Kwong on percep-
tion of life after death
in the U.S., Japan and China. She has previously worked with Prof.
Mathews on the book The World in Guangzhou, and translated his
book Ghetto at the Center of the World. She also translated Hong Kong
Internment, 1942-1945 by Geoff Emerson. She is married to Alan Tse
(MPhil 2014') and they have two daughters.

CATRRY
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Huwy-min Lucia Liu 213 #
MA & MPhil Graduate >SCEAfF - e 77 £ fiF - SR 3¢ 24

I have been working as a tenure track assistant professor in the So-
ciology and Anthropology Department at George Mason University
(GMU) in the United States since Fall 2019. GMU is located just outside
of Washington, DC and it is the largest state university in Virginia.
Prior to working at GMU, I was a tenure track assistant professor at
the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology between 2015
and 2019. I pursued my doctoral degree in the Anthropology Depart-
ment at Boston University between 2007 and 2015. My three years in
the Anthropology Department at the Chinese University of Hong Kong
have become a solid foundation for my lifelong career. Although the
Hong Kong I knew as a student in early 2000s had begun to feel it may
be gone forever by the time I left Hong Kong as a professor in 2019, as
one of the few Taiwanese who studied and worked in Hong Kong at two
different times, CUHK Anthropology has left a permanent mark on me

at both a professional and personal level.
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CUHK Anthropology
and its Social Impact:
Retrospect and
Prospect

Introduction

This brief essay examines the ‘social impact’ of the department’s role
promoting anthropological knowledge in Hong Kong over the past for-
ty years. The first part of the essay offers an overview of the history of
anthropology in Hong Kong, which precedes the development of pro-
fessional, academic anthropology in the city and that began with the
establishment of the Anthropology department at The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong in 1980.

I track the changing concerns of Hong Kong anthropology over time,
from roughly 1950 until the present. When China was shut off from
the West during the Cold War, Hong Kong was widely regarded as a
substitute field-location by those doing anthropological research into
Chinese culture and society. Hong Kong was, after all, considered
peripheral: it was not ‘real China’. But when the Cold War ended and
China was re-integrated with the capitalist world-system in a world
political-economic climate leaning towards globalization, Hong Kong

took on a unique role as a site of anthropological knowledge-making.
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It was under such circumstances that anthropology at CUHK became
an important node not only of Chinese, but East and Southeast Asian
anthropology as well. This expansion of research and teaching inter-
ests at CUHK’s department of anthropology has continued until today.

It seems reasonable to say that the changing research concerns of
CUHK anthropology testify to the city’s historically unique place in the
world: first, as an erstwhile British colony, then, as a Special Adminis-
trative Region of the People’s Republic of China. Indeed, the develop-
ments witnessed in CUHK anthropology can be said to reflect the city’s

evolving but unique place in the global world-system.

The essay concludes with comments about the prospects of CUHK an-
thropology going forward, especially with a view of anthropology’s

‘social impact’ on Hong Kong society.

Hong Kong and CUHK Anthropology: a brief history

The growth of anthropology in Hong Kong as a knowledge discipline
may have been somewhat inadvertent. Baker (2007: 22-27) lists some
62 fieldworkers conducting research in Hong Kong between 1950 and
1995, beginning with Barbara Ward, the first professional anthropol-
ogist who arrived in 1950 to conduct research in a fishing community
in the New Territories. Nonetheless, this flurry of research activity
in Hong Kong may have occurred only because many anthropologists
wanting to conduct research in China were unable to do so between

1949 and 1978 due to the Cold War.
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Hong Kong had always been considered a substitute for the ‘real’ Chi-
na. As Jack Potter (cited in Baker 2007: 4-5) has noted, “One of the
main objections... to all such studies of Chinese society in Taiwan or in
Hong Kong will be that these places are not China and have little rel-
evance for the understanding of either traditional or modern Chinese
society. I am fully aware... that the New Territories are not China.”
Echoing this sentiment were Jarvie and Agassi (cited in Baker 2007: 5)
who noted, “Students of China would always prefer to get on into Chi-

na proper than to study Hong Kong.”

Given this context of anthropology being undertaken primarily by for-
eign researchers wishing to learn about life and culture in mainland
China (and not even Hong Kong!), it is only to be expected that the dis-
cipline’s growth in Hong Kong would be slow. Accordingly, it was not
until 1973 that the study of anthropology was first introduced through
the Sociology department at CUHK, and 1980 when an Anthropology
department was formed. CUHK’s anthropology department remains
the only anthropology department within Hong Kong’s university sys-
tem, even as anthropologists can be found distributed across a myriad

of departments practising their craft.

Perhaps it was in keeping with its intellectual genealogy that the
teaching of anthropology at CUHK at the beginning would focus on
ethnic minorities in China. This persisted until the 1990s when fac-
ulty retirements and a new generation of teachers shifted the focus
of the department’s research and teaching. The research focus moved

towards the lifeworld of the Han Chinese, urban anthropology, South
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China, and East Asia. No doubt this shift from a narrow ethnology to
a broader Chinese and East Asian anthropology would have also been
spurred by world events that had been unfolding throughout the 1980s
and which culminated by the early 1990s. This would have included
Japan’s development ‘miracle’, the emergence of the four East Asian
‘tigers’ (with Hong Kong counting among them), the collapse of Soviet
socialism, the end of the Cold War, and China’s post-Mao reform and
opening up, all of which were significant in contributing to what we

have come to know as ‘globalization’.

The fact that the world-system had been geo-politically downsized
from ‘Three worlds’ to just the one characterized by a globalized
liberal capitalism from the early 1990s, gave rise to a reconstituted
anthropology in Hong Kong. This saw anthropology in the city grad-
ually morphing into an anthropology of the city, and, importantly,
contributing to a world anthropology, the latter owing to Hong Kong’s

uniquely historical positioning as a global city - ‘Asia’s world city’.

It was in these historical circumstances that the Anthropology De-
partment’s longest-standing members of faculty, Sidney Cheung, Gor-
don Mathews, as well as recently-retired Maria Tam, began their ca-
reers as the department’s second-generation faculty. Their careers for

the ensuing two and a half decades would reflect some of the changing

1. The term ‘Three-worlds’ refers to the ostensibly capitalist ‘First-world’, the supposedly
socialist ‘Second-world’, and the ‘Third-world” constituted by countries of the non-aligned
movement.
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world dynamics mentioned. Important in this regard is the fact that
the sustained high-growth of the East Asian ‘tiger’ economies el-
evated Hong Kong’s profile and rendered it an object of increasing
international interest. This saw to Hong Kong becoming a legitimate
field-site and topic of inquiry, which was a contrast from its previous
status as a substitute and secondary field-location for China anthro-

pologists.

As a reflection of these changes in the world, both Sidney and Gordon,
who had completed their doctorates with Japan-based studies, began
to conduct research on life in Hong Kong (Baker 2007). Meanwhile,
Maria, whose doctoral research was based on fieldwork in Shekou,
the erstwhile industrial zone of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone,
and then studied mistressing across the Hong Kong-Shenzhen border,
turned her attention to the topic of migration and began researching
the different ethnic minority communities in the city. Globalization
was transforming the world and opening up new lines of anthropolog-

ical inquiry.

In the wake of such world developments, anthropology in Hong Kong
and at CUHK has today developed into a thoroughly diverse field that
reflects the city’s implication in globalization and its resulting cosmo-
politanism. As Bosco (2017:199) has reported, “Hong Kong anthropol-
ogy is very diverse and does not have its own anthropological ‘school’
or approach; Hong Kong anthropology is really just the sum of the

work done by anthropologists based there.”
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CUHK anthropology and its social impact

This diversity of research is notable among CUHK’s full-time anthro-
pology faculty, the size of which has grown from six in 1996 to twelve
today. The department continues in its traditional areas of strength,
particularly in the anthropology of East Asia encompassing China,
Hong Kong, Japan and other areas, and their myriad connections to
the rest of the world - as represented by the works of Sidney Cheung,
Andrew Kipnis, Gordon Mathews, Sealing Cheng, Teresa Kuan, Sharon
Wong, Huang Hsuan-Ying, Lam Weng Cheong, Ju-chen Chen, and Tang
Wai-man. Also, expertise has now expanded to include South Asia. The
recent hiring of Leilah Vevaina and Venera Khalikova, both anthropol-

ogists of South Asia, underline this latest development.

What is as striking as the twofold expansion of full-time CUHK an-
thropology faculty over the past twenty-five years is the social impact
of their research projects. As the brief account above has revealed, the
history of Hong Kong anthropology has been one of intellectual and
practical engagement in the life-worlds of Hong Kong and China. Fac-
ulty members of the department have continued this practice of deep
public and social engagement as they have expanded their research
to include the globally-inflected issues that accompany Hong Kong’s

more recently established status as a cosmopolitan city.
By way of illustration, one specific research theme that has preoccu-

pied several faculty members simultaneously since the early 2000s has

been that concerning migrants, asylum-seekers, and ethnic minorities
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in Hong Kong. Faculty who have worked on this theme include Maria,

Gordon, Sealing, Ju-chen, and Wai-man.

Maria’s ‘Multiculturalism-In-Action’ project has sought to document
the lives of South Asian communities in Hong Kong; in the process,
deepening local awareness of South Asian life and culture. Gordon’s
investigation of low-end globalization at Chungking Mansions threw
light on the experiences of African and South Asian traders, migrants,
and asylum-seekers. Sealing’s research has highlighted the ‘in-limbo’
status of refugees and asylum-seekers in Hong Kong, informing poli-
cy-makers and the broader public as to their most fundamental needs.
Ju-chen’s research among Filipina domestic workers in Hong Kong has
helped appreciate their taken-for-granted contributions to Hong Kong
society, and the often neglected life they have built up in the city. Fi-
nally, Wai-man’s research has involved coaching the South Asian sport
of Kabbadi to Hong Kong youth as a means of improving their cultural

competencies.

Taken together, these projects have contributed towards inter-cultural
education and understanding, helping to cultivate a population that
is more appreciative of cultural and ethnic differences in the city, as
befitting its cosmopolitanism today. Such faculty research on migrant
and ethnic issues in Hong Kong suitably exemplifies anthropology as
a mode of knowing whose innate strength is conducive towards mak-
ing contributions beyond the academy, bringing positive change to the

lives of the people with whom we work.
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As university administrators increasingly require that departments
demonstrate their social impact - broadly understood as a contribu-
tion to the life of larger Hong Kong society beyond the university - we
should only expect these social and public engagements to continue
among the faculty at CUHK anthropology. Based on current faculty in-
terests and expertise, one can certainly foresee the following research

clusters taking shape, going into the future.

Tangible and Intangible Hong Kong and Chinese Cultural Heritage: Sidney
Cheung, Sharon Wong, Lam Weng Cheong

Anthropology of China and Psychological Anthropology: Andrew Kipnis,

Teresa Kuan, Huang Hsuan-ying

Anthropology of South Asia: Leilah Vevaina, Venera Khalikova

Onward and upward!
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Maria Tam dancing with Nepalese youth in Hong Kong
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Gordon Mathews walking in Chungking Mansions
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Sealing Cheng promoting African cultures in Hong Kong
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Ju-chen Chen participating in beauty pageants organized by Filipino domestic workers
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Wyman Tang bringing kabaddi to local secondary schools
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