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ANTH 5020 Instructor:Ju-chenChen (f )*Cu )
Fall 2020 Office: NAH 408
Wednesday.30- 9.15PM juchen@cuhk.edu.hk

Venue viaZoom Office Hours:Thu. 4:30-5:30 pm

ANTHROPOLOGICAL FIELD METHODS

Zoom Meeting Registration:
https://cuhk.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/tJ0of-2tqgz4pH9a 3rJVCWEMCXeYzJRNZ1 Hh
Office Hours Registration:
https://cuhk.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkdeGgriMiEtKniQ641J3K1p9woH4E4Sng

How do anthropologists conductresearch®hatdistinguishesesearch asanthropological? How do
field methods shape anthropological knowledgeproductionHow doesthe writing procesdrame
andredefine a project?What arethe strength and limitations of anthropological field research?
Anthropological fieldwork starts from one’s desireto know anunfamiliarworld outthereandis
made possible by one’s determinatioro step out of the comfortzone. This course is designed to
introduce you to anthropology throughits research methods. You will readtextson anthropological
researchmethodsfieldworkers@eflectionson their experienceanda few ethnographic writings.
Through various assignments, you will acquirehandson experiencen datacollectingtechniques,
including participantobservatiorand interviews. In thelastpartof thecourse, we will focus onthe
writing-up processnd reflect on anthropological field methodsn the contemporary world of
globalconnections.



Learning Outcomes:
Upon completing this course, students will beableto
I deepen their understandin@f anthropologyandanthropologicaknowledgeproduction,
I employandfurtherexplore anthropologicatesearchmethodsanddata collecting
techniques,
I evaluatehe quality of an anthropological researctproject,and
I enhance their critical readingof ethnographiavorks

Readings:
This courseusesvariousarticlesandbook chaptersAll requiredmaterialsareavailableon
Blackboard.

However,we will readseverakchaptergrom thefollowing books. You areencouragedo
acquirea copyfor yourreference.

Bernard H. R. (2011)ResearciMethodsin Anthropology:Qualitativeand Quantitative
Approaches.

EmersonR. M., R. I. Fretz,etal. (2011)Writing Ethnographid-ieldnotes.

Sluka,J. A. & AntoniusC. G. M. Robben(2007) Ethnographid-ieldwork An Anthropological
Reader

Requirement and Assessment:
This seminar courseis discussionntensive.You areexpectedo finish all requiredreadings
(markedwith anasterisk) beforehandndparticipateactivelyin class.

Classparticipation 15%
In-classexerciseandshortwriting assignments 60%
Final reflectionor researctproposal 25%

Participationmarks reflect your engagement in lectusiesl on BlackboardVhile the quality of a
studentOs comments matters, what is even more critical is whether you have prepared fqr the class
shown strong motivation to engagéh your classmatesndmadecontribuion to further our

discussion

Methods Exercise and Shatriting AssignmentsWe will conductsix methodsrelated exercises
in class After mostexerciss, you will submitshortreflections via Blackboardrhese exercises aim
to help you get hanesn research experiencéhough they are still different frolang-term
fieldwork, they help us to understand methods by damgddition to reading and discussion.
These exercisewill also prepare you for your final Details will be further explained in clad3ue

in variousweeks via Blackboard.

Final Reflecton or Research Propos@By the end of the course, you can choose to writesaay
or submit adraft of aQesearch proposéll) Final reflection Write an essay to reflect on what you
have learned in this course criticallhink about how you will answer the questions listed at the
beginning of the course introductigiorld limits: 2500 words in English and 5000 words in
Chinese). 2Research ProposaSubmit adesearch propogathat explains your research question,
relevance to anthropology, methods, training, and contributjmut. Oresearch proposalO in
guotation marks ase will have the flexibility not to include a bettdeveloped literature review,
which is often necessafor a formal proposallhe course adopts the Wenit&ren Foundation
model of proposal writing. More details will be explained later. (Length: approximately 3000 words
in English and 6000 words in ChinesBye on 9 Dec via Blackboard.
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*Formats and other requirements: 1) Pleasaisedoublespacedfont sizel12 or larger,and
standardmargins.2) All writings (exceptfor thosedonein class)mustbe submittedio VeriGuide
(https://academic.veriguide.org/academic/login_ CUHK.jspx)assignmentvithout a signed
declaratiorfrom VeriGuidewill notbegraded.

*Extra reminder about essay writing: A goodessayis a conciseonewith aclearthesisor
argumentlt showsyour curiosity, creativity,andorganizationaskills. As long asit is succinct,
thelengthof it is notatop concern.

Course Schedule

Week 01 (Sep.9): Introduction : Anthropologists and their Knowledge Production
Syllabusandcourseoverview
No readingdue

Week02 (Sep. 16): History, Fieldwork, and Ethnography

*Malinowski, B. (1922 OlntroductionThe Subject MethodandScopeof this Enquiry.Qn
Argonautsof the WesterrPacific: An Accountof NativeEnterpriseand Adventurdn the
Archipelagoe®f MelanesiarNewGuinea.Pp.1-25.

*Sluka,J. A. & AntoniusC. G. M. Robben(2007) OFiediworkin Cultural Anthropology:An
Introduction.®n Ethnographid-ieldwork Pp.1-28.

*Wolcott, H. F. (2005)GCh2: Fieldwork asArt?OIn TheArt of Fieldwork. Pp.15-24.

SpradleyandMcCurdy (1974  GCh1:CultureandContemporaryWorld.Oin Conformityand
Conflict. Pp.1-11.

Film/Video: A Man Called OBee®Btudyingthe YanomamoBy NapoleonA. Chagnorand Timothy
Asch.Watertown Mass.:DocumentaryfEducationaResources2001(1974)43 mins.

Film/Video: Ananthropologicalintroductionto YouTube Presentatiomt the Library of Congress,
June23¢ 2008 by Michael Welsh

Week03 (Sep.23): O]’heReaI Life of An Anthropologist in the Eigld(’) o

*Barley,Nigel (1983 Ch1: The ReasoriWhy,OQCh2 Be Prepared>Ch3 To thehill,0& OCh4
Honi soit qui Malinowski.An ThelnnocentAnthropologist:Notesfrom a Mud Hut. Pp.7-
36.

*f)*Cu (2019)Pav OF ,&»>8pE 'K 3GY4] *,<: +4%vpl O1¢Q’pE & "uD@avpE bh + E 2
‘N4i 3fné .237-272

*TE5+f% 8]A0 >1(2019)GtuDBavp»_|D@avpEM _A “*OD@avFf 3F, ABSQ'pE & "#uDd
avpE bh+ E2°N4i3fné .7-26.

*Behar,Ruth (1996)OCh1The VulnerableObserver@ndOCh6éAnthropologythatBreaksYour
Heart.On TheVulnerableObserver:AnthropologyThatBreaksYourHeart. Pp.1-33 &
161-177.

Malkki, LisaH. (2007)OTraditiorandIimprovisationin Ethnographidield Research.®
ImprovisingTheory:Processand Temporalityin Ethnographid=ieldwork.Pp.162188.

I Exercise 1: Problem definition
Week04 (Sep.30): From ldeato Project

*Wolcott, H. F. (2005)OCH: Fieldworkversus(Just)Beingin the Field.Qn TheArt of Fieldwork.
Pp.57-78.



*Maxwell, J.A. (1996)OCh.1A Modelfor QualitativeResearctDesign, @Ch.2PurposesWhy
Are You Doing this Research®@ GCh.4:ResearciQuestionsWhat Do You Wantto
Understand?® QualitativeResearciDesign:An Interadive Approach.Pp.1-24 & Pp.49-
62.

*Bernard,H. R. (2011) GCh.3:Preparingor Research.( ResearciMethodsin Anthropology:
Qualitativeand QuantitativeApproachesPp.54-81.

Becker,H. S.(1986)OCh.8Terrorizedby the Literature.Qn Writing for SocialScientists: Howto
StartandFinish Your ThesisBookor Article. Pp.135149.

PrzeworskiA. & F. Salomon(1988)O0rthe Art of Writing ResearctiProposals.SocialScience
ResearctCouncil. www.ssrc.og

Anonymous(n.d.) Instructionof the WennerGrenFoundation.
http://www.wennergren.org/programs/applicatigmocedures/projeadescriptionquestions

I Exercise 2: Problem definition (editing and revision)

Week05 (Oct. 7): Participant Observation|: Rapport

*Sluka,J. A. (2007)OFieldworkRelationsandRapport:Introduction.dn Ethnographidrieldwork:
An AnthropologicalReaderPp.121-125.

* Agar, MichaelH. (1980)OCh.3Who Are You to Do This?Qn TheProfessionalStranger:An
Informal Introductionto EthnographyPp.41-62.

*Bernard,H. R. (2011)OCh.12ParticipantObservation@ ResearctMethodsin Anthropology:
Qualitativeand Quantitatve ApproachesPp.256-290.

Spradley,). P.(1980)OCh.2Doing ParticipantObservation.@ ParticipantObservationPp.53-
62.

I Exercise 3: Participant observation plan (4 weeks)

Week06 (Oct. 14): Participant Observation: Collecting and Reflecting

*DeWalt,K. M. andB. R. DeWalt(2002)OCh.1Whatis ParticipantObservation,®Ch.3Doing
ParticipantObservationBecominga Participant, & OCh.4Doing ParticipantObservation:
BecominganObserver.M Participant Observationa Guidefor Fieldworkess. Pp.1-15,
Pp.3566,andPp.67-82.

*EmersonR. M., R. |. Fretz,etal. (1995)OCh.1Fieldnotesn EthnographiiResearch@dOCh.2:
In the Field: Participating ObservingandJottingNotes.On Writing Ethnographic
FieldnotesPp.1-38.

Bernard H. R. (2006)OCh.13Field NotesandDatabasélanagement®& OCh.14Directand
IndirectObservation.@ ResearctMethodsin Anthropology:Qualitativeand Quantitative
ApproachesPp.291-305& 306-336.

I Exercise4: Fieldnote writing and editing

Week07 (Oct. 21): Interview

*RapportNigel (2012)OCh.1The Interviewasa Formof Talking-PartnershipDialectical,
FocussedAmbiguous Special.dn Thelnterview: An EthnographicApproach.Pp.5368.

*Hockey, JennyandMartin Forsey(2012)OCh.2Ethnograpls Is Not ParticipantObservation:
Reflectionson the InterviewasParticipatoryQualitativeResearch.® Thelnterview: An
EthnographicApproach.Pp.6988.

*Bernard H. R. (2011[1995])OCh.8Interviewingl: UnstructurecandSemistructured.
ResearctMethodsin Anthropology:Qualitativeand QuantitativeApproachesPp.156-186.

DeWalt,K. M. andB. R. DeWalt(2002)OCh.7Informal Interviewingin ParticipantObservation.O
In ParticipantObservation:a Guidefor Fieldworkers.Pp.120-140.
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I Exercise 5: Unstructured and semi-structured interview

Week08 (Oct. 28): Visual Materials: Sensesnd Representation

*Mead, Margaret(2003)OVisualnthropologyin a Discipline of Words.Qn Principlesof Visual
AnthropologyPp.3-12.

*Collier, JohnJr. andMalcolm Collier (1986)OCh.1the Challengeof Observatiorandthe Nature
of Photography,OCh.2The Cameran the Field, QOCh.30rientationandRapport, 0OCh.17:
Finding PatternsandMeaning.Qn Visual Anthropology:Photographyasa Research
Method.Pp.5-28;195-202.

*Rouch,Jearwith Dan GeorgakasidayanGupta,andJudyJanda2003)OThePolitics of Visual
Anthropology.QGn Cine-EthnographyPp.210-228.

f)*Cu (2020)ADO+6F, i/ Q 5 S&F,Y'D,pE pZRZ F, bh + +* Qa!¢Q’pE é bh + )%avpEe,5d

bh F,11¥0>+ é4a 199222.

Film/Video: Selectionsof clips from Qlaguar(1967),0QJeanRouchbPremierFilm 19471991
(19910andOJearRouch& His Camerain the Heart of Africa (1979).0

Film/Video: ProjectSyria: AnlmmersivelournalismExperienceoy Nonnydela Pe-a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jN_nbHnHDi4

Week09 (Nov. 4): Ethics

*Sluka,JeffreyA (2012)Olntroductiorito Fieldwork Ethics].Qn Ethnographidrieldwork. Pp.299-
305.

*Bourgois, Philippe(2012)OConfronting\nthropologicalEthics: Lessongrom Fieldworkin
CentralAmerica.On EthnographidFieldwork.Pp.318-330.

* AmericanAnthropologicalAssociation(2012) OCodef Ethics.Qn EthnographidFieldwork. Pp.
359-364.

*Dettwyler, KatherineA. (2013)ODancingkeletons.@ DancingSkeletonsLife and Deathin
WestAfrica. Pp.139-148.

BerremangG. D. (2012)OEthicsrersusORealisnmiAnthropology.On Ethnographidrieldwork. Pp.
331-352.

Shay,Christopher
2009 OShould\nthropologstsGoto War?(limeDecember 3.,
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1947095,00.html

Allen, Charlotte

1997 OSpiesike Us: WhenSociologistsDeceiveTheir Subjects.@inguaFrancaNov., 30-39.

I Exercise 6: Assess AAA case studies of ethical dilemmas
(http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/ciidh

Week10 (Nov. 11): Gender

*DeWalt,K. M. andB. R. DeWalt(2011)OCh.6GenderandSexIssuesn Participant
Observation.h ParticipantObservation:a Guidefor Fieldworkers.Pp.99-108.

*Markowitz, Fran(1999)OSexinghe Anthropologist:implicationsfor Ethnography.@ Sex,
Sexualityandthe AnthropologistPp.161174.

*Williams, WalterL. (2012)OCh.6Being Gay andDoing Fieldwork.Gn EthnographidFieldwork.
Pp.114123.

*Ashkenazj MichaelandRobertRotenberg 1999)OCleansin@ultures:Public Bathingandthe
NakedAnthropologistin JaparandAustria.Gn Sex Sexuality andthe Anthropologist.
Pp.92116.

Warren,CarolA. B. (1988)OCh2: GenderandFieldwork Relationships.@ Genderlssuesn

Field ResearchPp.12-41.
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' Reflection of participant observation plan (exercise 3) due in class

Week11 (Nov. 18): Writing -up

*EmersonR. M., R. |. Fretz etal. (1995)OCh.3Writing Up Fieldnoted: FromFieldto Desk,0
OCh.4Writing Up Fieldnotedl: CreatingScene®nthe Page, @Ch.7Writing an
Ethnography.@ Writing EthnographicFieldnotes Pp.39-107 & 169210 Chicago,
University of ChicagoPress.

Golstein Daniel(n.d.) GrantProposalFieldnotesandThe SpectaculaCity.

BernardH. R.
2006 Ch.17: QQualitativeDataAnalysisl: TextAnalysis.On Researctvlethodsin
Anthropology:Qualitativeand QuantitativeApproachesPp.463-521. Rowman&
Littlefield Publishing Group,Inc.

Week12 (Nov. 25): Pandemic: Reflectionson the Coresof Anthropological Methods

*TBA.

Lupton, Deborah(editor) (2020)Doing fieldwork in a pandemidcrowd-sourceddocument).
Availableat:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clGiGABB2h2gbduTgfqribHmog9B6PONvMgVuiHZCI8/edi
t?ts=5e88ae0a#

Week13 (Dec 2): Wrap Up: The Impacts and Limits of Anthropological Methods

*Clifford, J.andG. E. Marcus,Eds.(1986)Ontroduction:Partial TruthsG& OAfterward:
Ethnographid/Vriting andAnthropologicalCareers.@ Writing Culture: ThePoeticsand
Politics of EthnographyPp.1-26 & Pp.262-266.

*Stoller, Paul(2009) OPrologueT he Powerof the Between.@ ThePowerof the BetweenAn
AnthropologicalOdysseyChicagoandLondon: The University of ChicagoPressPp.1-11.

*Wolf, M. (1992)OCh.5Writing EthnographyThe PoeticsandPolitics of Culture.On A Thrice-
Told Tale: FeminismPostmodernismand EthnographicResponsibilityPp.127-142.

Abu-Lughod,Lila (1993)Ontroduction.®n Writing Women'Vorlds: BedouinStories.Pp.1-44.
Berkeley,Los Angeles,Oxford, University of CaliforniaPress.

Rabinow,P. (2007 (1977))(Prefaceto the Thirtieth AnniversaryEdition.On Reflectionson
Fieldworkin Morocco.Pp. xi Bxxv. Berkeley,Los Angeles London,University of
CaliforniaPress.

Stoller,Paul(2015)OInDefenseof Ethnography.Gttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/paugitoller/in
defenseof-ethnography b 8028542.htentcessed SeptembeR015

Singal Jess€2015)OThdnternetAccusedAlice Goffmanof FakingDetailsin Her Studyof a
Black Neighborhoodl Wentto Philadelphiao Check.O
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2015/08#ct-checkedalice-goffmanwith-hersubjects.html
Accessed]l SeptembeR015.

I Final Report or Research Proposal due on 9 Dec via Blackboard.

Grade descriptors

Grade Overall course

A Outstandingerformancen all learningoutcomes.

A- Generallyoutstandingoerformancen all (or almostall) learningoutcomes.

B Substantiaperformancen all learningoutcomesQ©R high performanceon some

learningoutcomesvhich compensatefor lesssatisfactoryperformancen others,
resultingin overallsubstantiaperformance.
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C Satisfactoryperformanceon the majority of learningoutcomespossiblywith afew

weaknesses.
D Barely satisfactoryperformancen a numberof learningoutcomes
F Unsatsfactoryperformanceon a numberof learningoutcomes©OR failure to meet

specifiedassessmemequirements.
Policies
Policies

Late Submission:ate submission will suffer a fraction of a grade per day. For example, an A will
become an A

AcademicHonesty:You must cite properly (guidelinelttp://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ant/tstyle.dpc
and please refer to the university website

( http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/index.atrdhttp://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/englis
h/resource/referencing_avoidplggiarisml.pdfto avoid plagiarism.

No Class Recordingio respect each participant and ensure a space for free and open exchange of
ideas, we will not record the classes. Please do not video or audio record this class without
permission, too. If you ha any needs for recording, please consult me first.




