ANTH 2710 Archaeology of China (2025-26)
Teacher: Dr. Sharon Wong Wai-yee
Office: NAH411, Humanities Bldg, New Asia College
Phone: 3943 7670 (office) Email: sharonwwy@cuhk.edu.hk
Teaching Assistant: Fu Haokun
Email: 1155245547@link.cuhk.edu.hk
Lecture: Monday 10:30am-12:15pm T.C. Cheng Bldg 207
Tutorial: Monday 12:30-1:15pm T.C. Cheng Bldg 207

Course Outline

The development of Chinese archaeology in the past decades has completely reshaped
our knowledge about human and cultural developments in a landmass called China
today. This course will discuss the history and development of Chinese archaeology,
the subjects, theories, research approaches of archaeology in mainland China, how
archaeology is related to the construction of Chinese identity and nationalism, as well
as academic problems and debates.

Major contents of this course

1. Introduction- the natural and cultural context of human evolution in China
2. A brief history of Chinese archaeology

3. Important discoveries of Chinese archaeology from the Palaeolithic, the Neolithic
to the historical period

4. Who were the ancestors of contemporary “Chinese”?

5. “Central” vs. “peripheries”: who created Chinese civilization?

6. Trade and inter-regional cultural interaction in Chinese archaeology

7. Marxism vs. “the others”: the theoretical framework of Chinese archaeology
8. Issues about underwater archaeology in China and maritime silk road

9. Comparative study: how archaeology in China differs from that in the West?

10. Chinese archaeology in a globalized world today: problems and issues

Learning outcomes

After taking this course, students are expected to:

® know the natural and cultural contexts of archaecology in China

® have a basic understanding of the major issues, history and scholars of Chinese
archaeology

® understand ancient cultural development and human evolution in China, and the
consequences and impact of these developments upon contemporary Chinese

culture



® know how archaeological work is related to the political and economic issues in
contemporary China

® cultivate the abilities of cross-culture, inter-disciplinary and critical thinking

Learning activities
2-hour lectures and 1-hour tutorial per week for one semester, and archaeological field

trip in South China or Hong Kong

Medium of instruction

Cantonese

Use of Al Tools by Students in Learning Activities and Assessments

Approach 1 — Prohibit all use of Al tools

Students are not allowed to use any Al tools in any kind of learning activity or
assessment that will be counted towards students’ final grade of the course, or used
for evaluating students’ attainment of the desired learning outcomes. Students are
expected to produce their own work independently without any collaboration or use of
Al tools.

Submissions & academic honesty

As required by the university, from Sept. 2008, students must submit a soft copy of
their computer-generated text assignments to VeriGuide at a specified URL. The
system will issue a receipt containing a declaration of honesty statement. Students
should sign the receipt, and submit the soft copy and the receipt to blackboard to
teachers for grading. The university says that assignments without the receipt will
NOT be graded. Please check the website "Honesty in Academic Work" at:
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ for more information on plagiarism

and on how to submit papers through VeriGuide

Grade descriptors are as follows for the assessment of this course:

Grade Overall course

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on
some learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on
others, resulting in overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a

few weaknesses.



D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes
F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to

meet specified assessment requirements.

Course assessment:

(1) Participation and discussion (20%)

(2) Mid-term report (30%)

Students will be required to write approximately 4-6 pages on their selected book(s)
of Archaeology of China (Due date 24" October, Friday, Spm)

(3) Final paper (50%)

Student will be required to write 10-12 pages individual paper on a study of selected

topic(s) from lecture(s) (Due date 2" December, Tuesday, Spm)

Lecture topics and reading materials
NB: Required readings are essential for the lectures and tutorials and further readings
provide useful additional information or alternative perspectives. Students are

expected to finish all the weekly readings before the lecture and tutorial.

Lecture Topics
Week 1 (1% Sep.) No class. Inauguration Ceremony for Undergraduates

[full-time undergraduate classes suspended in the morning until 1:30 p.m.]

Week 2 (8™ Sep.)
Introduction: the natural and cultural context of Chinese archaeology and a

chronology of ancient China

Required Reading:

I ~ BREME 2018 (HPEFH HE FBRAERIRAR) » (PEIEEER © 5 e
HRF QR B S S ) - dEsT /Ei e THI=REEE 0 323 H -
Further Reading:

TRES 2012 (AL © 1949 £ ZFiZeps 2 AN RIS ErE2{4s ) - 05T RIEEHIR
e

Week 3 (15" Sep.)

A critical review on the establishment and development of Prehistoric archaeology
of China

Required Reading :

PREKR 2009 €20 tHac RIS 2 S seames) » A0+ SRt > 1-29 | -
Further Reading:



PRERR & 2021 (FHEZFIRFHYPECHHER) - I SOttt -

Week 4 (22™ Sep.)

Who were the ancestors? The earliest inhabitants and Prehistoric cultural development
Required Readings:

Eaf7F 2005 (PETES NESUERTER) - J0R - BIEEEH R > 298-333 H -
Melinda A. Yang et al. 2020. Ancient DNA indicates human population shifts and
admixture in northern and southern China. Science 369 (6501): 282-288.

Further Reading:

PRI 2003 ¢ R T A S S B R Y TR 25 ) » (5 i B2 AV B B B ST ) -
i ERARH AR 0 694-T18 H -

Week 5 (29" Sep.)

Social structure and other characteristics of the Neolithic cultures in China

Required Readings:

BIRE 2008 ( BT S LA B AT ) BB SO (T
seryaCnlE - Frassi s G ) - 0 B MAREE 0 19-33 H -

P 2004 BEESERLIFIFEY EIRRELE S ) - (PkFRpiEE) B/ @ 20K
ol E T A s L 0 61—66 H -

Further Reading:

BB 2017 (PEDErAEsiF) - J050 - SCket > 126 H -

Week 6 (6" Oct.)

The beginning of ancient civilization: the Bronze Age in China

Required Readings:

sRCE 1999 (HEIFHIGL) et « 405 . 3EE A . =BiE)E 0 127 H -
BUFT ~ BREKE 2018 (ELEARE NHYPEISCH ) » (tPEIFEEER @ 5 UR ]
FIFHIFHIRC) - 05T 4208 - 3EE - RI=BE)E > 411419 H -

Further Readings:

FEZE 2017 (SRT4ER—IES AR AR A TTAT 1000 AT 250 FHYHETt
g) o B EEEEETAGL -

PIF -~ BREKRGR © 2005 (EHAITA—2F - Z4dE - 55T - ERERCHE
e b A0E L EE . ZEES -

Week 7 (13" Oct.)
The establishment of empires —Qin and Han periods

Required Readings:
TRt ERIEREBE AR 2010 (PEIEEE - BEE) A0 PEIttE



B - 131 F -

HHEHT G 2014 ((EFJTESEM ) TEREELMYEESR: (SHmilad - B
BRI E San s ) - B BB EY)EE 0 20-34 H -
Further Readings:

Higham, Charles and Kim, Nam C. eds. 2022.“Introduction” in The Oxford Handbook
of Early Southeast Asia. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp.1-15.

IR - 2002 (FElGEE) > L PEEESR 0 2370 H -

Week 8 (20" Oct.)

Cultural developments from the Three Kingdoms to the Qing periods
Required Readings:

FIF SR 1999 CHEARMERER) - Jb5t - Xkt > 119—154 H -
EIF 2013 (BESEILEE ) db5  dbsrRB bR > 1113 5 -

** Mid-term report: completed report with Veriguide receipts to be submitted to
Blackboard by 5pm, Friday, 24" October.

Week 9 (27" Oct.)

Cultural exchange and funeral archaeology in China during Tang Period

Required Readings:

AT 2022 (BB ARTE ) (ITEMEEFE ZH) - B EBEFEHR
162-182 H -

SR L 2015 (4R E ERVERR RS ABLEER S ) ~ (— {2 R B VSRR 4
) (SR Z R BERPE SUBATR ) - dba ¢+ JERURE L - 229-239 ~ 249-262
H -

Week 10 (374 Nov.)

Underwater archaeology in China and maritime silk road

Required Readings:

Pe 2019 (fgEsErE T 98) 0 d05T - BEERREE - 41-122 F -
Further Reading:

FIEE MY (PR R S FE 0y 4R 2024 (TEE s
U PR R - doat - XY R -

P LT

Week 11 (10™ Nov.) No class. Students prepare and read readings.

Week 12 (17t Nov.)

Inter-regional cultural interaction of Chinese archacology during historical period



Required Readings:

e E 1995 (ROpZESERr S R B SHTT) » P st F o RERHAR - 55 1-2
=

g 2016 (BT ARBEEIY AL SR ) - C TRl o (A R fla g8 g 5z )
B BRI R, - 283-309 H -

Further Reading:

b ML . S 2006 TR TSR SCPIE B E ER ERER ST ) - d0AT 1 SRBCL
B > B 12 % -

Week 13 (24" Nov.)

Public archaeology and contemporary issues of archaeology in China

Required Readings:

i 2020 (HREIRY CAREEET —E@RE )  (ARFEHE) > B 18
343-360 H °

EFR 2017 (FEFEEBEECHERBERER) - (Fd) B9H - 3-13H -
Further Reading:

LA SCYIRGERT 2012 (G- ETE S IR AREHN =EE)
o5t - B

** Final paper: completed papers with Veriguide receipts to be submitted to

Blackboard by 5pm Tuesday 2" December.

Tutorial topics

Week 1 No tutorial. Students prepare and read readings.

Week 2

Discussion: the natural and cultural context of Chinese archaeology of China
Week 3

Discussion: the scholarship and development of prehistoric archaeology of China
Week 4

Discussion: Who were the ancestors? The earliest inhabitants of China

Week 5-6 No tutorial. Students prepare and read readings.

Weeks 7

Discussion:“central” vs. “periphery” of Lingnan in archaeological perspective
Week 8 No tutorial. Students prepare and read readings.

Week 9

Discussion: some questions about funeral archaeology during historical period
Week 10

Discussion: issues about underwater archaeology in China and maritime silk road



Week 11 No tutorial. Students prepare and read readings.
Week 12

Discussion: inter-regional cultural interaction in ancient China
Week 13

Discussion: the uses of archaeology in contemporary China



