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Lecture Location: YIA 503
Lecture Time: H 10:30 AM-12:15PM
Tutorial location: UCC 207
Tutorial time: H 1:30 PM-2:15 PM
Course text: Byers, SN & Juarez CA. Introduction to Forensic Anthropology (6" Edition), 2023.
Routledge. ISBN 9781003283935

Instructor: Dr. Judyta (Jude) Olszewski

E-mail: judytaolszewski@cuhk.edu.hk

Office Location: 411, Humanities Building, New Asia College
Office Hours: By appointment (online if not on a Thursday)

TA: Samuel Dic Sum Lai (Sam)
E-mail: samueldicsumlai@cuhk.edu.hk
Office Hours: Online, by appointment

Course description and learning outcomes: Interest in the field of forensic anthropology has
been heightened in the last decade through the success of forensic-themed television shows
and popular novels. This course will introduce students to the field of forensic anthropology — a
scientific discipline that involves the application of methods from biological anthropology and
archaeology to the identification, recovery, and analysis of skeletal remains from crime scenes,
mass disasters, and unexplained death. Through lectures and in-class assignments, students
will learn about the methods for recognizing and recovering evidence that allows for the
determination of time since death, manner and cause of death, and the identification of
individuals.

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

1. Build a foundational understanding of basic skeletal anatomy and methods employed in
forensics and forensic anthropology.

2. Analyse historical and contemporary cases and delineate between scientific, narrative,
and belief-based conceptual frameworks.

3. Develop an awareness for individual understandings or perspectives when assessing
the same material and be able to discuss the diversity of the human condition.

4. Work independently and collaboratively on various assignments that are meant to
assess your writing, teamwork, organization and knowledge transferral skills.

5. Professionally and respectfully communicate your informed thoughts or research on an
academic, personal or ethical subject, as well as respectfully receive other informed
perspectives on a matter.

6. Understand and apply critical assessment skills by demonstrating an ability to critically
evaluate content and adapt the communication style to present your understanding
accordingly.



Course structure and learning activities: One 1 hour 45 min lecture and one 45-min tutorial
per week for one semester. Tutorial will take various forms, including “bone labs” where
students will have hands-on experience working with human remains, and an optional field trip
to visit the Fu Shan Public Mortuary.

Course assessment and polices:

The final grade for the course is based on:

Assessment Weight Due date
Tutorial assignments 1 10% October 9

2 10% October 16

3 10% October 23
In-class assessment 1 15% September 18

2 15% October 23

3 15% November 27
Bone lab report 25% November 28

Assignments (10% x 3)

There are three take-home assignments. Each assignment will consist of written exercises
based on laboratory methods commonly used in forensic anthropology.

In-class assessments (15% x3)

There are three in-class assessments, these assessments are mostly based on lecture material,
and your notes from the lectures will be your primary study materials. Reading the associated
chapter(s) from the textbook is expected. More instruction will be given before the
assessments.

Lab report (25%)

Students will write a short report (6 — 8 pages) on the activities carried out during the bone lab
sessions. More direction will be provided in class and during the lab sessions.

Submission and academic honesty: As required by the university, from Sept. 2008, students
must submit a soft copy of their computer-generated text assighments to VeriGuide at a
specified URL. The system will issue a receipt containing a declaration of honesty statement.
Students should sign the receipt, print a hard copy of their assignment, and submit the hard
copy and the receipt to teachers for grading. The university says that assignments without the
receipt will not be graded.

Please check the website “Honesty in Academic Works” at:
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
for more information on plagiarism and on how to submit papers through VeriGuide.

In my course, | expect you to:

o Readthe required readings before class and complete assessments to the best of your
abilities.



e Not hesitate to reach out and seek clarification, direction and guidance to any class
assignments, course content, obstacles you may be facing affecting your ability to
complete tasks, and university of course policies or procedures which may be unclear
or you may be struggling with. If | do not have an answer to a personal or logistic
question, then we will find the best path forward together.

e Please indicate the course name and/or code in the subject line when emailing me
about anything related to this course: e.g., “Forensic anth” or “ANTH2820”. Please
also ensure you sign off with your full name and student ID so | know who I’m talking to!
Also please check your email sometimes in case | must notify you of an urgent update
ahead of class orissues around a submission.

e | alsoencourage you to:

o Familiarize yourself with and utilize the student and academic support
resources CUHK has to offer.
o Familiarize yourself with the University's Academic Policies and Expectations.

e [tisvitally important that our classroom environment promote the respectful
exchange of ideas. This entails being sensitive to the views and beliefs expressed
during discussions whether in class or online. Please speak with me before recording
any class activity. It is a violation to distribute such recordings without my authorization
and the permission of your fellow classmates if recorded.

In this course, you can expect me to:

e Help build and facilitate our learning community.

e Be concerned for the learning experience of each student in the class, be respectful of
individual differences, and be encouraging of creativity and individuality.

e Respond to your emails within an appropriate timeframe (but don’t hesitate to follow up
if its urgent!).

e Provide grades and feedback on assignments within a reasonable timeframe.

Grade descriptors:

Grade Overall course
A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.
B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some

learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others,
resulting in overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.
Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet

specified assessment requirements.

COURSE SCHEDULE
DATE LECTURE TOPIC CHAPTERS
SEP4 Week 1 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology 1and 3
Tutorial: No tutorial
SEP 11 Week 2: Human osteology 2
Tutorial: Bone lab (with casts)
SEP 18 Week 3: Estimating time since death 5and 6




Tutorial: In class assessment 1(close book)

SEP 25

Week 4: Sex estimation (remote b/c typhoon damage)
Futoriat-CANCELLED B/ TYPHOONDAMAGE

OCT2

Week 5: Age estimation
Tutorial: Assighment - Estimating sex (MOVED FROM
LAST WEEK)

OCT9

Week 6: Stature determination
Tutorial: Assignment - Estimating age

10

OCT 16

Week 7: Ancestry estimation
Tutorial: Assignment — Estimating stature

OCT 23

Week 8: Cause and manner of death 1
Tutorial: In class assessment 2 (open book/note, bring
calculator, no phones!!)

11and 12

OCT 30

Week 9: Cause and manner of death 2
Tutorial: Discussion —“Race”, should we assess it?

13and 14

NOV-6

Week 9: No class
Tutorial: No tutorial

NOV 13*

Week 10 Tutorial 1: Bone lab (10:30-14:30 both UG &
MA!)
Tutorial 2: Bone lab (10:30-14:30 both UG & MA!!)

15

NOV 20*

Week 11: Ante-mortem skeletal conditions
Futoriat Lecture replacement from last week: Post-
mortem skeletal conditions (both UG & MA!!)

16,17 and 18

NOV 27

Week 12: The examination & judiciary process
Tutorial: In-class assessment (close book)

4and 19

*please note November 13 and 20 schedule are highly modified, this will be explained in
greater detail in class. Bone lab is mandatory for final assessments but we are subject to
the Dissection labs schedule, hence replacing Nov. 13 schedule to only be lab!! All course
sections (UG, MA) are to participate at the same times or else you won’t have enough time.
Consequently, November 20 has lecture both in the AM and PM, in place of tutorials (again,
both UG and MA together). | know shuffling schedules is not ideal, but on the brightside it
will be a more relaxed two weeks and we will all likely finish the day earlier than usual!

Additional Resources of Interest (not mandatory): The following resources are for fun, should
you be interested in expanding your horizons or using any tools to help your understanding of

the subject:

1. Roberts, C. and Manchester, K. (2010). The Archaeology of Disease (3rd edition). Stroud:
The History Press.
2. White, T. D., Black, M. T. and Folkens, P. A. (2012). Human Osteology (3rd edition).
Burlington: Elsevier.

GenAl use statement for my classes:



Using Al for the production or completion of a graded assighnment will be treated as plagiarism.
If we suspect you are using Al, we have the right to enquire and ask for proof of it being your own
work.

If you are struggling and feel like you cannot get things done without using Al, please come talk
to me so we can figure out whether you are overwhelmed or if there are comprehension
struggles with the content/task/process, hindering your ability to work independently.



