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ANTH1100 Understanding Anthropology 
Fall 2026 

 
Lecture: Monday 2:30-4:15pm 

Classroom: UCC111 
 

Tutorial 1: Monday 4:30-5:15pm 
Classroom: UCC 111 

 
Tutorial 2: Monday 4:30-5:15pm 

Classroom: UCC110 
 

Course Description 
This team-taught course will teach you what it means to practice anthropology. It examines 
different kinds of anthropology, as practiced by the department’s different teachers. Each 
week, a different teacher will discuss her or his own research and teaching, in the context of 
one of anthropology’s many fields and topics, enabling you to better understand the 
different ways in which anthropology is learned, practiced, and pursued. 
 
Course Instructor’s and Teaching Assistant’s Contact Details 
Instructor: Darren Fung 
Email: tszhinfung@link.cuhk.edu.hk 
Office Hours: By appointment 
 
Teaching Assistant: Ye Mengxiang 
Email: mengxiang.yeleaf@link.cuhk.edu.hk 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students will 
1) understand how anthropology is practiced in its different areas and fields; 
2) know the basics of how to write academic papers, how to read ethnographies, and how 
to most fruitfully proceed in their studies as anthropology students in the university; 
3) know the department’s different teachers and the different ways in which they envision 
anthropology; and 
4) have a broad overall sense of what anthropology as a discipline consists of. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 

Grade Item Percentage Due Date 

First response paper 20% 11 October 
Second response paper  30% 15 November 

Third response paper 30% 6 December 

Participation  20% - 
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• Response Papers: Write three papers (800-1000 words) on the topic “How and why 
anthropologists study ___?” Response papers should address the question with 
reference to the assigned readings. Instead of merely summarizing the readings and 
lectures, you should use them to make a cohesive argument of “How and why 
anthropologists study ___?” and include one example of your own to support your 
point. Students should choose a topic from Weeks 2-3 for the first paper; a topic 
from Weeks 6-9 for the second paper; and a topic from Weeks 10-12 for the third 
paper.   

 
*For each response paper, you are required to upload a soft copy of the final version 
of the paper onto VeriGuide, sign and date the Academic Honesty Declaration 
Statement generated by VeriGuide, and submit a soft copy of the final version of 
your paper along with the VeriGuide Statement to a designated folder on the 
course’s Blackboard page. A paper submitted without a signed and dated VeriGuide 
statement will not be graded.  

 
Late policy: All response papers along with signed and dated VeriGuide statements 

are due at 11:59pm. One-third of a letter grade will be deducted (e.g. B+ → B) for 
each day the assignment is submitted late.  

 
Papers should be written in the following format: double line spacing; Times New 
Roman or Calibri font; and font 12. Please state your full name and student ID in 
your paper. Please also include the topic you are responding to in the name of the 
uploaded file. For example, if I write my first response paper on the topic of Week 3, 
I will name my file as: RP 1_Darren Fung_Religion and Death. 
 

• Participation: You are expected to attend lectures and tutorials consistently. 
Attendance will be taken at tutorials. Active participation in lectures and tutorials 
allows us to form a community of learning. Students should come to lectures and 
tutorials having completed the assigned readings. Participation can take the form of 
posing thoughtful questions about and comments on readings and lectures, drawing 
connections between class content and relevant cases outside of class, and carefully 
listening to and engaging with each other’s ideas. We will also have in-class reading 
and writing exercises from time to time. You will be asked to put aside your 
electronic devices during these exercises so that we can concentrate on the 
exercises at hand. 

 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
It is of paramount importance that students understand how to avoid plagiarism, cite source 
materials properly in their writing, and familiarize themselves with CUHK policies on 
students’ academic honesty. Please visit the following website and read carefully the 
guidelines in it: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. Students will be subject 
to disciplinary actions if they violate the university’s academic honesty regulations.  
 
You may also want to consult the following website to understand how to properly cite 
sources (i.e. in-text citations and reference list entries) using the “author-date system” of 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
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The Chicago Manual of Style: 
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html. 
 
In terms of the use of artificial intelligence tools, this course adopts “Approach 1 - Prohibit all 
use of AI tools” in CUHK’s “Guidelines on the Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools in 
Teaching, Learning and Assessments”: “Students are not allowed to use any AI tools in any 
kind of learning activity or assessment that will be counted towards students’ final grade of 
the course, or used for evaluating students’ attainment of the desired learning outcomes. 
Students are expected to produce their own work independently without any collaboration 
or use of AI tools.” Violations of this regulation will be counted as academic dishonesty, and 
will be handled according to the disciplinary procedures of the university. 
 
Other Class Policies and Academic Support 

• Electronic devices should only be used for learning activities related to the class. 

• Creating a learning community requires an open and safe space for teaching and 
discussion where privacy can be maintained, ideas can be tried out, and challenging 
topics can be addressed and debated. To this end, except for students with special 
education needs who have communicated with the course instructor in advance and 
for certain in-class exercises that require photo-taking, students are prohibited from 
taking photos, making audio or video recordings of lectures and tutorials, or using 
software for real-time translation in class. 

• All readings will be posted on the course’s Blackboard page. Class announcements 
will be made on Blackboard, which will then send the announcements to your 
university email account. Please check your university email account regularly.  

• For additional help on writing, consult the peer tutors of the English Language 
Teaching Unit (ELT): https://eltu.cuhk.edu.hk/pts/.  

• If you need learning- and class-related accommodations, please communicate with 
the University’s Wellness and Counselling Centre (https://wacc.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/sen-
service/) and the course instructor as soon as you can. You are also welcome to set 
up a time to have a chat with me about how to make the classroom a more inclusive 
space for learning.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html
https://eltu.cuhk.edu.hk/pts/
https://wacc.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/sen-service/
https://wacc.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/sen-service/
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Grade Descriptors 
 

Grade Criteria for 1) the course and 2) for response papers  
 

A 1) Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes. 
 
2) The work has creatively synthesized course materials and key ideas in 
an original way. Observations are nuanced, the argument is logical and 
cohesive, the discussion is well-organized, and the writing is clear. 
Concrete evidence corresponds to statements and claims. The work 
responds directly to the assignment prompt.  
 

A- 1) Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning 
outcomes. 
 
2) The work synthesizes course materials and key ideas in an original way, 
but there are areas for improvement.  
 

B-range 1) Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high 
performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for less 
satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall substantial 
performance. 
 
2) The work demonstrates a solid grasp of course materials and key ideas. 
There are areas for improvement with respect to handling complexity, 
building a cohesive argument, organizing the discussion, communicating 
clearly, and/or identifying relevant evidence. Response to the assignment 
prompt may not be sufficient.  
 

C-range 1) Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, 
possibly with a few weaknesses. 
 
2) The work shows some effort, but course materials have not been 
sufficiently engaged. The argument and the writing is not clear, and/or 
there is no evidence for statements and claims made. Understanding of 
course materials and key ideas has not been demonstrated.  
 

D-range 1) Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes. 
 
2) The work shows little effort to engage course materials. There are 
major problems with clarity of argument and writing.  
 

F 1) Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR 
failure to meet specified assessment requirements. 
 
2) The work has failed to respond to the assignment prompt.  
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Course Schedule and Readings 
 

Week 1: 7 September 
Course Introduction (Darren Fung) 

• no readings; no tutorial 
 
Week 2: 14 September  
How and Why Anthropologists Study Sex (Sealing Cheng) 

• Cheng, Sealing. 2012. “Private Lives of Public Women: Photos of Sex Workers (Minus 
the Sex) in South Korea.” Sexualities 16 (1/2): 30-42. 

• Martin, Emily. 1999. “The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a 
Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles.” In Feminist Theory and the 
Body: A Reader, edited by Janet Price and Margrit Shildrick, 179-189. New York: 
Routledge. 
 

Week 3: 21 September 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Religion and Death (Leilah Vevaina) 

• Vevaina, Leilah. 2013. “Excarnation and the City: The Tower of Silence Debates in 
Mumbai.” In Topographies of Faith: Religion in Urban Spaces, edited by Irene Becci, 
Marian Burchardt, and Jose Casanova, 73-95. Leiden: Brill. 

 
Week 4: 28 September 
How to Read Ethnography (Darren Fung) 
 
Week 5: 5 October 
How to Write an Academic Paper (Alan Wong, Lecturer at the English Language Teaching 
Unit) 
 
Week 6: 12 October 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Sports (Wyman Tang) 

• Tang, Wai-Man. 2026. “Remaking Kabaddi: Participatory Action Research and 
Intercultural Sports in Hong Kong.” Annals of Anthropological Practice 50 (1): e70034. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/napa.70034.  

• Kukreja, Reena. 2023. “Using Indigenous Sport as Resistance Against Migrant 
Exclusion: Kabaddi and South Asian Male Migrants in Greece.” Journal of Ethic and 
Migration Studies 49 (5): 1173-1190. 

 
Week 7: 19 October 
NO CLASS (Public holiday) 
 
Week 8: 26 October 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Ethics (Teresa Kuan) 

• Kuan, Tersa. 2021. “Vicarious Responsibility and the Problem of ‘Too Much’: Moral 
Luck from the Perspective of Ordinary Ethics.” The Monist 104 (2): 168-181. 

• Shepard, Jim. 2009. “Your Fate Hurtles Down at You.” Electric Literature 1: 13-35. 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1111/napa.70034
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Week 9: 2 November 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Trash (Adam Liebman) 

• Liebman, Adam. 2021. “Waste Politics in Asia and Global Repercussions.” Education 
About Asia 26 (1). https://doi.org/10.65959/eaa.1693. 

• Liebman, Adam. 2023. “Harnessing the Stenches of Waste: Human Bodies as 
Environmental Sensors in Contemporary China.” In Aromas of Asia: Exchanges, Histories, 
Threats, edited by Hannah Gould and Gwyn McClelland, 194-213. University Park, PA: 
Pennsylvania State University Press. 

 
Week 10: 9 November 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Health (Venera Khalikova)  
[all the readings of this week are in one pdf file] 

• Cartwright, Elizabeth, Anita Hardon, Lenore Manderson. 2016. “Bodily Resistances.” In 
The Routledge Handbook of Medical Anthropology, edited by Lenore Manderson, 
Elizabeth Cartwright, and Anita Hardon, 116-119, 123-124, 128-129, 133-135. New York: 
Routledge. 

• Wainwright, Megan. 2016. “Rebellion and Co-Morbidity.” In The Routledge Handbook of 
Medical Anthropology, edited by Lenore Manderson, Elizabeth Cartwright, and Anita 
Hardon, 119-123. New York: Routledge. 

• Warin, Megan. 2016. “Relatedness in Anorexia.” In The Routledge Handbook of Medical 
Anthropology, edited by Lenore Manderson, Elizabeth Cartwright, and Anita Hardon, 
125-128. New York: Routledge. 

• Mulligan, Jessica. 2016. “Governing by Complaint.” In The Routledge Handbook of 
Medical Anthropology, edited by Lenore Manderson, Elizabeth Cartwright, and Anita 
Hardon, 129-133. New York: Routledge. 

 
Week 11: 16 November 
How and Why Anthropologists Study the Past (Weng Cheong Lam) 

• Johnson, Matthew. 1999. “Common Sense is Not Enough.” In Archaeological Theory: An 
Introduction, 1-11. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers. 

• Renfrew, Colin, and Paul Bahn. 2011. “Introduction: The Nature and Aims of 
Archaeology.” In Archaeology Essentials: Theories, Methods, and Practice, 8-13. London: 
Thames & Hudson. 

• Flannery, Kent V. “The Golden Marshalltown: A Parable for the Archeology of the 1980s.” 
American Anthropologist 84 (2): 265-278. 

 
Week 12: 23 November 
How and Why Anthropologists Study Work (Tim Rosenkranz) 

• Rosenkranz, Tim. 2019. “From Contract to Speculation: New Relations of Work and 
Production in Freelance Travel Journalism.” Work, Employment and Society 33 (4): 613-
630. 

• Finkelstein, Maura. 2025. “Work Cannot Save Us but Let’s Still Try: Labor, Utopias, and 
Futurity at an Equine Therapy Farm.” Anthropology of Work Review 46 (1): e700002. 

 
Week 13: 30 November  
How and Why We Study Anthropology at CUHK?  

• Review and Reflections 

 

https://doi.org/10.65959/eaa.1693

