ANTH 3440 Summer 2025
Anthropological Field Study

Lecturer: Sidney Cheung <sidneycheung@cuhk.edu.hk>

Lecture: NAH 213; 2:00 ~ 5:00 pm during 12~16 May

Tutor:  Liu Shuman shumanliu@outlook.com

About this course:

This course will enable students to extend their anthropological learning in the
classroom to an ethnographic field site, and it combines a set of standard in-class
lectures and tutorials with a 8-day field study trip to Kansai area in Japan. Teaching
materials will include ethnographies, popular writings, movies etc. in order to provide
students with a comprehensive approach for understanding of modern Japan.

Contents:

Day 1. (12 May) Introduction: Anthropology of Japan (Benedict 1946)

Day 2. (13 May) History of Japan (Nara and Kyoto) (Bellah 1957; Morris-Suzuki
1994)

Day 3. (14 May) Development of Japanese Traditions (with incense demonstration)
(Surak 2013; EJKE 2024)

Day 4. (15 May) Heritage and Craftmanship (Moeran 1984; White 2012)

Day 5. (16 May) Presentation and Fieldtrip Logistic

References used in this course:

Bellah, Robert

1957 Tokugawa Religion: The Cultural Roots of Modern Japan. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.*

Benedict, Ruth

1946  The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of Japanese Culture. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin.

Moeran, Brian

1984 Lost Innocence: Folk Craft Potters of Onta, Japan. Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press.*

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa

1994  The Technological Transformation of Japan: From the Seventeenth to the
Twenty-First Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Surak, Kristin

2013  Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice. Stanford:
Stanford University Press.*

White, Merry

2012  Coffee Life in Japan. Berkeley: University of California Press. *
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Assessment criteria:

Participation 20%
Presentation 20%
Book Report based on any reference book with * (6-8 pages) 20%
Research paper as well as a Field Ethnography (15-16 pages) 40%

Deadline for both book report and research paper: 23 June, 2025
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http://www.yamadamatsu.co.jp/exp/course01.html
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%AE%A4%E7%94%BA%E5%B9%95%E5%BA%9C
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%BE%81%E5%A4%B7%E5%A4%A7%E5%B0%87%E8%BB%8D
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%B6%B3%E5%88%A9%E4%B9%89%E6%94%BF
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%BB%86%E5%B7%9D%E8%83%9C%E5%85%83
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%B1%B1%E5%90%8D%E6%8C%81%E8%B1%90
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%B1%B1%E5%90%8D%E6%8C%81%E8%B1%90
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%AE%88%E6%8A%A4%E5%A4%A7%E5%90%8D
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%88%98%E5%9B%BD_(%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC)
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%9D%B1%E5%B1%B1%E6%96%87%E5%8C%96
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E6%88%B0%E5%9C%8B
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E6%88%B0%E5%9C%8B
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%AE%89%E5%9C%9F%E6%A1%83%E5%B1%B1%E6%99%82%E4%BB%A3
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%A4%A7%E5%90%8D_(%E7%A8%B1%E8%AC%82)
http://www.yamadamatsu.co.jp/exp/course01.html
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%88%B0%E5%9C%8B%E6%99%82%E4%BB%A3_(%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC)
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B1%9F%E6%88%B6%E6%99%82%E4%BB%A3
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%BA%AC%E9%83%BD
https://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E8%B1%AA%E5%95%86&action=edit&redlink=1
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%AF%A7%E6%B3%A2
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%A4%A9%E7%AB%BA
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%B1%90%E8%87%A3%E7%A7%80%E6%AC%A1
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8C%97%E4%BA%AC
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%AD%A3%E8%A6%AA%E7%94%BA%E5%A4%A9%E7%9A%87
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