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Faculty News AU

Gordon Mathews Demystifies Chungking Mansions

Gordon Mathews has been awarded
a three-year Research Grants Council
of Hong Kong (RGC) grant to study
Chungking Mansions, a project that
has attracted positive media attention,
for instance from 7ime Magazine in
May 2007, despite Chungking Man-
sions’ ongoing local reputation for
hosting shady practices. Hanging out
endlessly in Chungking Mansions, Dr.
Mathews encounters various groups:
sub-Saharan African traders who are
buying mobile phones; shop owners,
their managers and illegal employees
mainly of South Asian origins with
broad class differences; a variety of
asylum seekers attracted to Hong Kong
because of flexible visa requirements;
and finally tourists from all around the
world to complement this ethnic ‘cha-
os’. The location represents a precious
setting to study diverse cultural inter-
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Dr. Mathews at the entrance of Chungking Mansions.

Inside Chungking Mansions.

actions, and
Dr. Mathews can be found teaching
seminars to well-educated asylum
seekers who make great students. All
aspects of globalization are gathered in
one location, where shop-owners sur-
reptitiously compete in raising the vol-
ume of television programs from their
home countries, and where Muslims
can attempt to protect an anthropologist
from seeing the bare backs of Russian
sex workers. Dr. Mathews is planning
on writing a book about this original
fieldwork. He emphasises that Chung-
king Mansions is not lawless, but that
it is a safe place where locals should go
to enjoy food and converse with friend-
ly people from all around the world.

‘low-end globalisation’.
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Dr. Mathews having dinner with informants.



New Faculty Members

Danning Wang joined the Anthropol-
ogy Department at CUHK as an instruc-
tor in August 2007. She received her
Ph.D. from the City University of New
York (CUNY) in 2002 and had been
teaching and working in the New York
region since then. Her research interests
include urban studies, gender and family
issues, human reproduction, corporate
culture, and state/society relationships.
Dr. Wang enjoys the department’s equal
and open academic atmosphere. She is
amazed at the wide geographic range
that the department covers, the diverse
research topics explored each year, and
the well-connected academic circles of
the department. To her, moving to Hong
Kong and joining the department put her
right in the centre of anthropological
studies of Asia. Her future research plan
is a follow-up study of a working-class
neighbourhood in Tianjin. The focus
will be on intergenerational relationships
and on privatising the housing market.
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Keping Wu joined the Department of
Anthropology at CUHK as an instruc-
tor in September 2007. She received her
Ph.D. from Boston University in May
2007. She has conducted fieldwork in
the United States and in China. Her dis-
sertation, titled “Channeling Charisma:
Leadership, Community and Ritual of
a Catholic Prayer Group in the United
States” is an ethnographic account of the
workings of a religious community in the
suburbs of Boston. She is interested in the
construction of charismatic leadership
and the tensions between the hierarchical
religious institutions and the highly in-
dividualistic religiosity of contemporary
American society. Her current research
shifts the focus back to her native China.
As part of a larger comparative project,
she examines religions that actively en-
gage themselves in social services and in
public good. Dr. Wu finds the intellectual
atmosphere stimulating in the depart-
ment and at CUHK, and feels privileged
to be part of this dynamic community.
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Saroja Dorairajoo commenced her
teaching in the department as an assist-
ant professor in spring 2008. Her course
“Violence, War and Terrorism” allows
students to understand the function and
utility of violence as well as its relation-
ship with religion, focusing on ethno-
graphic case studies. She draws on her
own fieldwork experience in the south of
Thailand, where she studied Malay fish-
ermen whose livelihood was threatened
by capitalism, and where “economic vio-
lence” evolved into ethnic and religious
violence between Thai Buddhists and
Malay Muslims. She concludes that re-
ligious difference is not the cause of the
conflict but that it is the easiest ground
for identification; thus people cling onto
that to differentiate themselves from oth-
ers. Dr. Dorairajoo also teaches “Peo-
ples and Cultures of Southeast Asia”.
A native of Singapore, she earned her
Ph.D. from Harvard University and had
a postdoctoral fellowship at Yale. She
last taught at the Sociology Department
of the National University of Singa-
pore before coming to our department.
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Current Faculty Members 1 2555

Joseph Bosco has recently been work-
ing on an online English-Chinese dic-
tionary of Anthropology that will be
released soon and represents a useful
resource for anthropology students and
researchers. He is also producing a short
video of the annual graduation photo
ceremony and its ritualised celebrations
(including stuffed animal dolls, roasted
pigs, and the spraying of champagne).
The video will be a great teaching tool
to reflect on ritual forms and their mean-
ings at the Chinese University. Dr. Bo-
sco also attended the International Con-
ference on Mazu Cult and Mazu Islands
in October 2007, where he presented a
paper: “Sacred and Secular Revisited:
The Case of the Mazu Cult”. He is on
leave during the 2008 spring semester.
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Sidney Cheung is currently doing re-
search about freshwater fish farming
in Hong Kong in order to understand
the fishermen and their perspectives on
environmental change, sustainable de-
velopment and wetland conservation.
He is also working on a paper about
the politics of Ainu heritage in Japan,
to be presented at the Heritage 2008
World Heritage and Sustainable Devel-
opment Conference in Portugal. In this
research, Dr. Cheung addresses how
Ainu culture has been affected by social
transformations such as ethnic tourism,
and how the Ainu themselves perceive
their heritage and cultural identity. Fi-
nally, he is working on an ongoing
multi-site research project exploring
the impact of the move of American
crayfish from the U.S. to Asia on the
global consumption and production of
crayfish in China, Japan, and the U.S..
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Tracey Lie-Dan Lu has been granted
funding from the Antiquities and Monu-
ments Office of HKSAR to document ar-
chaeological finds in Hong Kong. She has
recently published two articles, one for
an edited volume about Mid-Holocene
climate and cultural dynamics in Central
and Eastern China, and another about
natural resources and subsistence strat-
egies in Hong Kong for Archaeology.
In September, Dr. Lu was interviewed
by RTHK 3 on the participation of the
younger generation in heritage preserva-
tion in Hong Kong, as well as by Asian
Television on the Nanyue Kingdom
in South China. She also received two
awards with co-authors of the book Zeng-
pivan: A Prehistoric Cave Site in Guilin,
published in 2003, namely the 2nd prize
of the Biennial Research Award of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
and the 1st prize of the Research Award
of the Institute of Archaeology CASS.
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Siumi Maria Tam was on sabbati-
cal leave in the fall semester 2007. She
visited the U.K. to make use of the li-
braries at the University of Cambridge
as well as carry out fieldwork in Read-
ing and London for her study on tran-
snational families among the Nepalese.
She was also at the University of Ox-
ford where she presented a paper on the
marginalisation of Nepalese women in
Hong Kong and the implications of the
recent Race Discrimination Bill. She
became an affiliated fellow at the Uni-
versity of Leiden, the Netherlands and
found it a tremendous opportunity for
interacting with academic fellows there
and learning about Dutch culture. Back
in Hong Kong she is now continuing
with her research on the Nepalese com-
munity and on how Gurung tradition
is being reproduced and transformed.
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Chair of the department, Tan Chee-
Beng’s latest research explores “Re-
turned Overseas Chinese” migrants from
Indonesia who “returned” to Mainland
China and then in the 1970s remigrated
to Hong Kong. Dr. Tan studies how these
“Indonesian Chinese” fare upon reset-
tling down in Hong Kong. Starting over
again from practically nothing, some are
very successful, while others encounter
hardship. Dr. Tan also conducts research
in an overseas Chinese farm (huagiao
nongchang) in Quanzhou among a Chi-
nese-Balinese community of returned
migrants who arrived in 1961. Through
a process of reterritorialisation, these
people have re-established a Balinese-
Chinese community in China, where
even the local-born children speak Bal-
inese and Indonesian food is commonly
enjoyed. Dr. Tan’s research thus prom-
ises to problematise notions of accul-
turation, identity and cultural homeland.
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Max Holland obtained his Ph.D. in
2004 from the London School of Eco-
nomics. His Ph.D. research was a theo-

Part-time Lecturers 44 % f’?ﬁﬁ

retical synthesis of Cultural Anthropo-
logical, Psychological, and Evolution-
ary Biological theories regarding human
social relationships and social bonding.
As an Adjunct Assistant Professor of the
Department, he teaches “Marriage, Fam-
ily and Kinship” and “Human Evolu-
tion”. On top of that, he is also a model
and a photographer who owns a website
of his own. He enjoys photography be-
cause he sees it as very creative work.
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David Palmer obtained his Ph.D. in the
religious anthropology of China at the
Sorbonne, Paris. Since 2004, he has been
a Research Fellow of the French School
of Asian Studies and coordinator of its
Hong Kong centre based at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. He also teach-
es in both the departments of anthropolo-
gy and religious studies. His recent book
Qigong Fever: Body, Science, and Uto-
pia in China was published by Columbia
University Press in 2007. His current re-
search focuses on the evolving relations
between religion, society, and politics
in modern and contemporary China, on
Taoism and Chinese popular religion,
and on modern religious movements.
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Dr. Tan in front of a lemongrass garden in the Quanzhou
Chinese-Balinese community.
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Ng Chi Wo returning to the department as

a part-time lecturer.

Ng Chi Wo, assistant curator of the
Antiquities and Monuments Office,
has started teaching “Seminars in Hong
Kong Studies” for M.A. students this
spring semester. The course focuses
on the culture of the New Territories
village settlements. Due to his past re-
search experience in cultural conser-
vation, he is familiar with this part of
Hong Kong, its villages, culture and
traditions. Fieldtrips are important for
this course as Ng wants to introduce
students to the culture of Hong Kong.
Through teaching this course, he hopes
to spread his knowledge about village
life, cultural tradition and the history
of the New Territories. After his under-
graduate and M.Phil. studies at CUHK,
Ng earned an M.A. in Conservation
Studies at the University of York in the
U.K.. He has also earned a postgradu-
ate diploma in Architectural Conserva-
tion at the University of Hong Kong.
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Graduate Students’ News fAF24:RRE

Ph.D. Students’ Fieldwork

Duan Ying’s Ph.D. research is about the
Chinese in Burma, focusing on aspects
of ethnic features and ethnic belong-
ing. Through fieldwork, he investigated
what it means to be Chinese in Burma,
how they deal with unfair treatments
and marginalisation, and how they con-
struct cultural citizenship and ethnic
belonging. He spent one year in Man-
dalay, Yangon, Lashio and Taung Gyi.
In order to better understand the sig-
nificance of Buddhism for the Burmese
people, he became a monk to fully ex-
perience temple life and the relationship
between lay people and monks. This al-
lowed him to fully integrate into Bur-
mese society and it enhanced his subse-
quent fieldwork. It also allowed him to
see the world in a different light, which
is what he considers most memorable.
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In her research, Luo Pan questions
the existence and expression of tradi-
tion in the dramatic process of nation-
wide modernisation. Based on findings
from long-term participant observation
and other sources, she seeks to ad-
dress this matter by examining the case
of West Street, which is the only his-
torical district that has “survived” the
long-term (1911-2006) redevelopment
of Quanzhou in Fujian. The local his-
torical material offers a detailed de-
scription of the cultural heritage pro-
tection project currently under way,
and will reveal changing ideas about
both “modernity” and “tradition” for
residents and officials. Most impor-
tantly, by examining changing street
life in West Street, the hidden his-
tory of the populace subjected to cul-
tural violence in the name of becom-
ing modern can be revealed from the
point of view of people’s everyday life.
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Duan Ying experiencing life as a monkin a
Buddhist monestary in Burma.
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M.Phil. student Chan Hing Yuen spent
three months in Tilburg for his thesis re-
search about the identity of Hong Kong
migrants in the Netherlands. By inves-
tigating the local life and transnational
social connections of these Hong Kong
migrants, Chan intends to illustrate the
formation and dynamics of identity
among these migrants. He visited vari-
ous organisations of Hong Kong mi-
grants, like the women’s association
and the elderly club; he also conducted
in-depth interviews with members of
these organisations as well as their fam-
ily members and friends. Being intro-
duced into the field by his aunt, who has
immigrated there and using his kinship
network to conduct fieldwork, Chan’s
sampling method was highly relevant to
the topic. Without such a transnational
network, it would have been difficult
to start his work in the Netherlands.
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Casinos in Holland advertising the Dragon
Boat Festival.
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Cheuk Ka-kin with an informant’s family in Punjab, India.

Based on ethnographic fieldwork in
Hong Kong and Chandigarh in Punjab,
India, Cheuk Ka-kin’s M.Phil. thesis
traces the transnational relationships be-
tween the Sikhs in Hong Kong and their
family members in India. The literature
on transnational migration is growing
and it puts much emphasis on migrants’
situations and self-narratives. Yet it does
not include the socio-cultural change in
migrants’ homeland and people’s par-
ticipation in sustaining these relation-
ships, which play an important role in
maintaining transnational connections
with the overseas population. Based on a
case study of the Sikhs, this study argues
that studies of transnationalism cannot
only include the migrant population it-
self but need to consider the homeland’s
involvement. It investigates how the
homeland keeps influencing Hong Kong
Sikhs’ local life and identity through
kinship, religion, and the economy.
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Through a study about the way women
learn to cook in Hong Kong, Kwok Lai
Yi investigates how women’s cooking
knowledge and gender identities are
constructed. Her fieldwork was carried
out in cooking classes, attending tradi-
tional Chinese cuisine and cake-bak-
ing lessons. From her fieldwork, what
impressed her most was how much
feelings towards cooking are shared
by women of different ages. It has al-
lowed her to understand the love and
hate that women feel towards cooking,
and better understand family dynam-
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Lee Chui Mei’s research is about
community-led heritage conservation
in a tenement house complex in Wan
Chai. Through participant observation,
she tries to understand the construction
and meanings of the tenement house
complex for residents, the local com-
munity and other stakeholders. She is
also interested in exploring the power
relations and dynamics among vari-
ous stakeholders in the conservation
process. Through more than one year
of observation and participation, she
has established a friendly relationship
with the locals and other participants.
She takes part in their meetings and
discusses different issues with them
weekly. Being often mistaken for a so-
cial worker by the elderly despite her
continuous explanations, she realises
that certain aspects of social work and
anthropology are similar: both involve
getting in touch with people, under-
standing their lifestyle and thoughts,
and even solving problems with them.

Tong Lau Blue house with high ceilings,

open balcony and no toilet facilities.
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Paticipants chanting mantras in the Yoga Mala Project held in Hong Kong,
a spiritual yoga event taking place across the globe.

Maggie Lin spent the summer visit-
ing yoga studios in Hong Kong to col-
lect data for her research “Yoga in Hong
Kong: Globalization, Localization and
the Fetishism of the Body”. She wants to
know how yoga, an ancient Indian phil-
osophical system, has become a body
beautifying technique in Hong Kong and
how social class became a determining
factor for the different interpretations
of the meanings of yoga in this capital-
ist society. On top of commercial yoga
studios, she also visited spiritual yoga
organisations—where the practice is
unrecognisable as yoga to most people.
She became engaged in yoga, experi-
menting with vegetarianism and read-
ing about yoga philosophies, straddling
between yoga as her spirituality and
the subject of her research. She finds
it difficult to separate her roles as yoga
student and researcher, and concludes
from her fieldwork experience that
“yoga can become a stressful pursuit”.
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What is “taste”? How do you know if
something tastes good or bad? Is the
ability to taste innate or learnt? Can I
taste what you taste? These are the ques-
tions Lydia Siu tries to answer through
her research about wine. Wine is a fasci-
nating subject for anthropological study.
Although it is a food product, it is often
viewed as a combination of symbols,
which are flexibly defined and frequent-
ly changed. Its consumption reflects not
only people’s perception of social distinc-
tion, but also their understanding of life
and values. By examining wine appre-
ciation, not only does she seek to under-
stand how wine drinkers use taste to cre-
ate a sense of belonging to an imagined
class of distinction, but also how values
and identities are negotiated through the
consumption of this particular drink.
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Stone points were very popular stone
implements in Hong Kong, and can be
traced back from the Neolithic to the
Bronze Age. Through a combination of
typology, geology, experimental archae-
ology and lithic analysis, Yang Ke stud-
ies stone points in Sham Wan, Sha Ha
and Tung Wan Tsai in order to explore
their functions and manufacturing tech-
nology. His research then discusses the
content, development and transforma-
tion of Hong Kong’s prehistoric culture.
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Kan Wing Han, best known as an ac-
tress, TV host and former DJ, is a sec-
ond year part-time M.A. student in the
department. She thinks the programme
has taught her a new paradigm of think-
ing. “Instead of hands-on learning and
practical skills, anthropology teaches
me new ways of thinking, with an em-
phasis on looking at things from dif-
ferent dimensions. This can be applied
in daily life, from media to sales.” She
believes that the diverse backgrounds

of fellow students allow her to see dif-
ferent “worlds” because they each have
their personal stories. In addition to class,
she also participated in various activities
organised by the department to experi-
ence on-site observation. She visited
tulou (earth houses) in Fujian and also
went to various heritage sites in Hong
Kong to further understand the issues at
stake. Attending the “10th Symposium
on Chinese Dietary Culture: Chinese
Food in Southeast Asia” in Malaysia in
November 2007 allowed her to meet in-
ternational scholars, which inspired her
to seek more knowledge. She is also a
freelancer in MC events, and she owns
a consulting firm on product marketing.
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Mak Ying Tat (third from left) with his cIassﬁwates from the course “Food, Health and
Culture”.

Kan Wing Han.

Mak Ying Tat is one of the early gen-
eration of geneticists in Hong Kong.
Now an Honorary Research Associate
at the Department of Anatomy at the
Chinese University, he has finished his
two-year part-time M.A. programme in
2007. His interest in human evolution
and archaeology drove him to start this
programme. Genetics is crucial in ex-
plaining how humans evolve but he finds
that complementing it with archaeologi-
cal findings, fossil evidence and cultural
artefacts, which is a more anthropologi-
cal approach, can give a more complete
picture. More generally, this programme
has led him to go beyond superficial
messages and to look for deeper mean-
ings. In the past, his scientific training
encouraged him to look at hard facts,
but after studying anthropology he now
tries to investigate the meanings be-
ing conveyed. He is also more aware of
culture and how it affects our daily life.
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Originally from Venezuela, Jose Rojas
has been living in Hong Kong since
2001 after finishing his university edu-
cation in the U.S., where he studied
International Studies and Business.
He often finds himself caught up with
political issues and the bigger realm
of things; thus he wants to know more
about human societies and cultures.
He finds that anthropology relates very
closely to politics and the theories could
directly play out in his life; for example,
dependency theory could explain the
situation between Latin America and
the U.S.. Having lived more than half of
his life abroad, studying anthropology
is also helping him understand his own
culture and family better. It has also en-
abled him to see the more positive and
colourful aspects of his native culture.
On top of studying this programme
full-time, he also owns a fashion label
and teaches English to young children.

Jose Rojas.
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Karen Tse Hei Man was Ex-
change Student in Hawaii
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According to Karen Tse Hei Man,
studying in Hawaii for one year was a
very meaningful and interesting experi-
ence. She thinks that a lot is to be gained
from studying abroad as an exchange
student, because it is an opportunity to
learn more while making many new
friends who are really nice and inter-
esting, and who will provide important
support throughout the year. In Hawaii,
Karen had the opportunity to get closer

SV P L

to nature and learn new things about
herself, which was very inspiring. One
of her most memorable experiences was
to spend a night in Maui looking at the
fantastic sky filled with stars. She also
saw an erupting volcano on the Big Is-
land, and the lava was a magnificent
sight at night as it flowed into the sea.
There are many ethnic groups in Ha-
waii, and she really enjoyed the relaxed
lifestyle there. Karen is hoping to have
another chance to go back there to see
her friends and enjoy such freedom.
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Karen (on the left) having fun with friends in Hawaii.



Summer Field Trip and Exhibition

Students sampling local baozi.

The 2007 summer field trip, entitled “The
Silk Road between Dream and Reality:
An Anthropological Perspective,” took
place from June 5 to June 18. Nineteen
students participated and were led by Dr.
Paul Festa and Ph.D. student Li Nan. The
study trip was sponsored by a generous
donation from the Lee Hysan Foundation
and supported by New Asia College. Stu-
dents were divided into four small
groups with different topics—Food
Culture, Ethnic Minority, Cultural
Heritage, and Tourism. Data was
collected mainly based on these |
sub-topics. The group went to Xin- §
jiang; as main stops along the field
trip, they visited the cities of Urum- |
qi, Kashgar, and Turpan. Then, §
they went all through the northern
line of the Silk Road, and visited
cities such as Dunhuang, Zhangye, |
Wuwei, Lanzhou and at last Xi’an.

In Urumgqi and Kashgar, the group

met with students from Xinjiang * oo

University, went on a tour to the
Old Town where many Uyghurs
live, and also interviewed peo- |
ple from other ethnic groups. The |
group also interacted with students
from Shaanxi Normal University in |
Xi’an, and had a good chance to ad-
mire the work of the Women’s Mu-
seum. Through this trip, students

built good relationships with the local
people and the local students from two
universities. An exhibition was held
at the Hui Gallery on the campus of
the Chinese Univeristy in September
2007, where students presented their
findings. The exhibition was a great
success and attracted many visitors.
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Students standing in front of the Red Mountain in Xinjiang.
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Friday Seminars and Public Talks Highlights Y&~ 5 ffor 4 T- 2

Professor Muzaffar talking about Muslims and the world order.

Last year a number of distinguished
scholars gave public talks and visited
us to present their work at the Friday
Seminars, a pillar of the department’s
intellectual life. Hou Jingrong, a Ph.D.
candidate of our department began
the year with a presentation about the
French in Shanghai and their cosmopol-
itan culture. Chandra Muzaffar, pro-
fessor of global studies at the Science
University of Malaysia, then discussed
current issues about Muslims and the
world order in a lively talk. Renowned
professor of history Prasenjit Duara
presented a paper about religion and cit-
izenship in China and its Diaspora. The
memory of post-colonial Hong Kong
was then explored through Professor
Helen Grace’s talk, from the Depart-
ment of Cultural and Religious Studies.
Our new instructor, Wang Danning in-
troduced her ideas about demographic
change in the Chinese working class in
the 1960s, and Yan Hairong, from the
Department of Sociology of the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, addressed images
of modernity and consumption among
Chinese labour migrants. We then had
the opportunity to discuss food con-
sumption and production with Johns
Hopkins’ Professor Emeritus Sidney
Mintz. Another of our new instructors,
Wu Keping, presented her research
on religious organisations and the
public good in China, and the depart-
ment reflected on Shaanbei storytelling

and popular culture with Wu Kaming,
from Hong Kong Polytechnic Universi-
ty. Katiana Le Mentec from the French
Centre for Research on Contemporary
China then presented her research about
Zhang Fei Temple and the Three Gorges
Dam in Yunyang, Chongqing. The last
presentation was offered by Huang
Yun, a Ph.D. candidate in the depart-
ment, about ethnic identity and reli-
gion among the Uyghurs of Guanzhou.
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Professor Mintz and faculty members meeting for dinner.
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News of the Centre for Cultural Heritage Studies
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Students on a trip to visit earth buildings (tulou) in Fujian.

Our Centre for Cultural Heritage Stud-
ies has recently been accepted as a mem-
ber of the Asian Academy for Heritage
Management. The Academy connects
institutions throughout Asia and the Pa-
cific to offer professional training in the
field of heritage management and aims
at strengthening the capacity to manage
heritage resources in a sustainable man-
ner. Training, research, and exchanges
are conducted on this regional platform
to increase institutional cooperation. En-
compassing both tangible and intangible
sides of culture, it advocates managing
heritage resources in an integrated, ho-
listic and multi-disciplinary manner.
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The Centre for Cultural Heritage Stud-
ies organized a field trip to Meizhou,
Guangdong, Yongding and Nanjing
in west Fujian on 8-11 July 2007 to
visit the Hakka ecarth buildings (fu-
lou). They also had an academic ex-
change with Professor Fang Xue-

jia and his colleagues at the Centre
of Hakka Studies, Jiaying University
on July 8. The trip was led by Profes-
sor Tan Chee-Beng and former student
April Yip, who has written her M.Phil.
thesis on the earth buildings. Most
of the 10 postgraduate students who
went were from the M.A. programme.
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Postgraduate Programmes
Application
*L ‘%&3 H ]%

PR
The postgraduate programmes of
2008/09 are now open for application.
The programmes offered by the depart-
ment include the Master of Arts, the
Postgraduate Diploma in Cultural An-
thropology, and the Master and Doctor of
Philosophy. The first two are designed for
university graduates who are interested in
societies and cultures but do not possess
a bachelor’s degree in anthropology. The
deadline for the M.A. and Postgradu-
ate Diploma applications is March 31,
2008; for M.Phil and Ph.D applica-
tion, the deadline is February 29, 2008.
For further information, please visit our
website at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ant.
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Students with Dr. Tan in front of a tulou in Western Fujian.
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Conferences Organised
by the Department

BIEF P

Dr. Tan Chee-Beng co-organised two
international conferences on behalf
of the department. The symposium
on Southeast Asian Chinese Food
and Foodways, co-organised with the
Foundation of Chinese Dietary Culture
(Taipei), was held in Penang, Malaysia
on 12-14 November 2007. Professors
Sidney Mintz and David Wu deliv-
ered keynote lectures. The conference
on Tourism and Indigenous People/
Minorities in Multi-cultural Socie-
ties, co-organised with the Centre for
the Study of Minorities in Southwest
Yunnan Border Regions, Yunnan Uni-
versity, and the Department of Tourism
of the Xishuangbanna Government,
was held in Jinghong, Xinshuangbanna
on 22-23 December 2007. Professors
Erik Cohen and Nelson Graburn gave
keynote lectures. Dr. Tracey Lie-Dan
Lu also co-organised an international
conference on Heritage Conserva-
tion and Prehistoric Archaeology of
South China, with the co-operation of
the Antiquities and Monuments Office
of HKSAR. The conference was held
13-15 December 2007 at the Herit-
age Discovery Centre, Hong Kong.
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Alumni News 1% % 4L

In order to increase stu-
dents’ understanding of
potential applications
of anthropology in the
workplace and prepare
them for their prospective
careers, the alumni as-
sociation organised a job
internship and career di-
recting scheme under the
mentorship programme.
Social work, heritage con-
servation, museum work
and archaeology were in-
cluded as areas of discus-
sion. Alumnus Ng Chi Wo took the par-
ticipating students to the Lung Yeuk Tau
heritage trail in November 2007 to expe-
rience the ways in which cultural herit-
age conservation is operating in the field.
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Liz Chow (undergraduate 1998) won
two prizes at the Independent Press As-
sociation Ippies 2007 award ceremony.
She won the award for Best Article on
Labour Issues with her article on female
ticket agents and a second prize on Im-
migrant Issues, Racial or Social Justice
with her article on human traffick-
ing of Chinese women in the U.S..
The IPA is a New York-based media

Students visiting Lung Yeuk Tau heritage trail, led by Ng Chi Wo.
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Liz Chow at the prize presentation of the IPA awards.

organization  dealing  with  eth-
nic minority publications. Both
pieces were written for the American
edition of Sing Tao Daily, where she has
been covering news about New York's
Chinese community. In order to write the
second article, she spent half-a-year in
China and traveled in South and North
America to track down the phenomenon,
using a 17-year-old Chinese girl’s real
story. She also won prizes from the Ip-
pies award in the two previous years.
In addition, her book detailing her
150-day travel experience in six coun-
tries in South America is now on sale
in major bookstores. South America is
published by Sing Tao Publishing Lim-
ited and under Chow’s by-line, Azai.

SITFAMES
Liz Chow s new book, under the by-
line of Azai, about her three-month
journey in South America.
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April Yip (undergraduate 2004, M.Phil.
2006), went on a four-month trip in
South America where she visited many
cultural heritage sites. She stayed long-
est in Cuzco, Peru, famed as the “Ar-
chaeological Capital of America”, where
she helped out at the zoo of the Cuzco
National University and fed Andean
bears. She also spent much time in Cor-
doba, Argentina, where she taught tack-
wondo to psychiatry patients in rehab.
Experiencing an earthquake in Peru,
working as research assistant at a 16th-
century Inca temple, joining the fam-
ily mass of her host family and learning
group salsa dance also enriched her trip.

April with Andean dance performers dur-
ing a local Catholic festival in Cuzco, Peru.
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Faculty members and alumni attending the wedding of Kendra Ng and Kevin

Fung.
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Kendra Ng (undergraduate 2001) and
her husband, Kevin Fung held a wed-
ding banquet on January 3, 2008 in
Hong Kong. Nearly 150 guests attended
the celebration, and more than a dozen
alumni came, including Dr. Tam and
Dr. Mathews. Kendra has been living
in Utrecht, the Netherlands since she
graduated. She has finished a master’s
degree in International and European
Law at the University of Utrecht after
graduating from the department and
has worked for an NGO for sustain-
able development in Holland. She has

also made much progress in Dutch by
finishing the language exam set up by the
Dutch government. The couple returned
to Holland shortly after the banquet.

QUL ) FRpR
ff# 008 % 1 7|3 IHRBHEH=- B i
ﬁ*wﬂwuéxvﬂwE%p&

o EE E'zyz.gz— ERTE
TH‘F&EJH iy P R

TSR 2
Xl ?*F }‘j@é@ﬁﬁjﬁzf
WAL e i Ak
rﬂ{]‘%ﬂ [J—‘~l SR PR
;}‘[”‘J E A GEH o %E%I&T

7;1%5 i 'E[— I'I;[ ’Q[I:II 1 T":F%J o

April with her friends in Peru.
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Department Artifacts from Sarawak, Malaysia
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Our department has a collection of artifacts. In this issue, we feature a few significant Badeng Kenyah artifacts from inte-
rior Sarawak, Malaysia Badeng is a Kenyah group distributed in interior Sarawak in Malaysia and Kalimantan in Indonesia.
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Kenyah bead basket from Sarawak. (Col-
lected by Tan CB, 2002)
TR (i PR
&, 2002)

Badeng sun hat (sao) from Data
Kakus, Bintulu, Sarawak (Collected by
Tan CB, 1992)

THe ] SRR

&, 1992)
Badeng blowpipe (keleput) with spear-
head from Data Kakus, Bintulu,
Sarawak. (QOIIaqted by Tan CB, 1992) Badeng basket (belanyat sulok) from
e [ﬁﬁiﬁ‘lm’@ﬁ(ﬁm%\ﬁﬂﬁ Long Busang, Belaga, Sarawak
S, 1992) (Collected by Tan CB, 1992)
TSV BRI (L AR
;% , 1992)
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