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The Hollywood romantic comedy Crazy Rich Asians (2018) sheds light on the kstyle of TNE
ultra-wealthy in Singapore and captures haute couture and culinary trends from an East Asian e
perspective. The film has helped extend academic, journalistic, and popular discussions of the ,

super-rich, in a way not extensively considered in previous studies of the elites of East Asia.

This chapter unpacks the idea of fashionability in three fundamental ways. First, it examines

the way historical trade in luxury fashion goods that had resulted in wars, confhcts and

cultural destruction became unfashionable. Second, the chapter shows how the production

and consumption of fashionable items and fashionable (alcoholic) beverages as well as

drinking styles and drinking preferences have come to represent ideas of civilisation,

economic progress, and modernity. Third, it argues that the consumption of fashionable

clothing and furnishing and the adoption of fashionable styles of drinking are empowering-- .

because the adoption of these fashions is open to different cultural interpretations by different e # .
socioeconomic groups. This chapter highlights how the global design and production of luxury '

beverages, fash|on and related industries are currently influenced by East Asia.

Dr HO Hang Ker'i is Adjunct Assocnate Professor in the Depaereniof A@lj@opology at the Chinese/University of Hong
W”He is also Visiting Professor of Chinese Studies in the Department of Cultures at the Faculty of Arts, and
. Associate Professor of Sociology (Title of Docent) at the University of Helsinki. He has worke r‘,,m academic positions

in Finland, Hong Kong SAR, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the UK, lecturing across the fields of Anthropology, Asian

. Studies, Business Management Development Studles Economic Geography, Public Health, Sociology, and Urban

Studles His research themes include luxury consumptlon and brand management, the gIoballsatlon of the wine
f industry, housing segregation and housing policy, inequality and the super-rich, and the flow of capital from Asia to
. global property markets. He holds a E’hD an MBA, and three master’s degrees in multiple academic disciplines
" including electronlc engineering, arts and humanities, geography, and!luxury brand management.
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