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Statuesque goddess overlooking ubiquitous selfies with the “demigoddess” Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, high priestess of a convent of hijras (a third

gender community), with admirers at India’s 2019 Kumbh Mela, world’s largest pilgrimage festival.

Ina Goel works with hijras, a “third” gender community in India, and is the
founder of The Hijra Project. She has a B.A. in journalism and an M.A. in social
work from the University of Delhi in India. She completed her M.Phil. in social
medicine and community health from Jawaharlal Nehru University. Ina has
worked with All India Radio and Al Jazeera English. She was a recipient of a
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) scholarship at the department of
epidemiology and international public health at Bielefeld University and an
INLAKS scholar at the department of gender and sexuality studies at University
College London. Ina has also worked with FHI 360 (a nonprofit human

development organization), UNICEF, the National AIDS Control Organization in

India, the Indian Institute of Mass Communication, and the humanitarian
organization Plan International. She is currently a Hong Kong Ph.D. Fellowship
Scheme awardee based in the anthropology department at The Chinese

University of Hong Kong and a UNFPA Laadli Media Fellow. ALL INTERESTED ARE WELCOME!
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