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Over the last decade, there have been a proliferating number of Mandarin-language Jehovah’s Witnesses
congregations in Zambia. These congregations are almost exclusively composed of local Zambians who have
learned Mandarin as a second language, and count few to no ethnic Chinese congregants among their
number. Nevertheless, these congregations conduct their meetings exclusively in Mandarin, and their
Zambian congregants have attained a very high degree of fluency in Mandarin. Though ostensibly formed for
the purpose of evangelizing to Zambia’s rapidly growing Chinese migrant community, members of the
congregation emphasize that the apparent lack of Chinese converts is no failure at all. Regardless of the
outcome of their efforts, what is important is that their intense evangelizing is part of an ongoing fulfillment

of their obligations to Jehovah God. Thus, the relations between these
Witnesses and the Chinese they proselytize to are not dialogic but X
triangular. Their evangelizing efforts represent a challenge to secular
time: while secular portrayals of Chinese expatriates “buying up” Zambia
rest upon teleological assumptions of economic and political
development, these congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses act upon a
temporal horizon in which Biblical truths must be quickly spread before
the rapidly approaching dissolution of the current system of things.
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