
THIS TALK DISCUSSES THE FUNDAMENTAL ROLES OF CENTRAL VIETNAMESE
CERAMICS AND HER RELATIONSHIP WITHIN BROADER SOUTHEAST ASIA ,  A  TOPIC

THAT IS  NOT EQUALLY DEVELOPED AS COMPARED TO THE OTHER LONG-STANDING
THEMATICAL RESEARCH QUESTIONS ON THE ORIGINS ,  PRODUCTION AND OWNERSHIP
OF KILNS IN VI JAYA CHAMPA (14TH – 15TH CENTURY AD ,  CENTRAL VIETNAM) .  THIS
CAN FIRST BE  APPROACHED EMPIRICALLY THROUGH DEFINING THE TYPE OF CRAFT
SPECIALIZATION WITH NEWLY EXCAVATED KILNS AND RECENTLY RE-IDENTIFIED

SITES WITH CENTRAL VIETNAMESE CERAMICS ,  AND CONTEXTUALISING THEM IN THE
LARGER HISTORICAL ENVIRONMENT OF VI JAYA CHAMPA’S  POLITICAL ECONOMY

THROUGH TEXT AND THE SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF CENTRAL VIETNAMESE
CERAMICS .  WITH AN IDENTIFIED PRODUCT HIERARCHY OF VARIOUS CONSUMER
GOODS IN VI JAYA ,  I  ARGUE THAT THE SOVEREIGNS OF VI JAYA MANIPULATED

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THESE CONSUMER GOODS ,  AND IN TURN ,  USED
THEM AS NEGOTIATION TOOLS FOR THEIR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC GAINS WITHIN
THE POLITY .  ZOOMING OUT ,  THIS  TALK WILL ALSO FOCUS ON CENTRAL VIETNAM'S

CERAMICS AS REGIONAL TRADE WARES IN BROADER SOUTHEAST ASIA .  THROUGH
CONTEXTUALISATION WITH THE POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT ,  I  SUGGEST THAT THE

CENTRAL VIETNAMESE CERAMIC TRADE WAS INITIATED TO REPLENISH THE
EXHAUSTING VI JAYA MILITARY FUNDS .

NEGOTIATING CERAMICS
The roles of Central Vietnamese ceramics in Champa,

Central Vietnam (14-15 A.D.) 

ALL INTERESTED ARE WELCOME!

FRIDAY SEMINAR

T A N  Y A N  Z H E N ,  M E L O D Y
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A N T H R O P O L O G Y ,  

T H E  C H I N E S E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  H O N G  K O N G

2 3  A P R I L  2 0 2 0  |  1  P M  -  2 : 3 0  P M
Z O O M :  H T T P S : / / C U H K . Z O O M . U S / J / 9 2 6 7 1 7 1 1 1 6 9

M E E T I N G  I D  9 2 6  7 1 7 1  1 1 6 9  |  P W  9 8 7 8 9 1  

MELODY TAN IS  A MPHIL  STUDENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT
CUHK .  AS AN ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENT ,  TAN IS  INTERESTED IN THE PRODUCTION AND
DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMICS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ,  AND THE ECONOMIC
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHINESE AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN CERAMICS .  


