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Abstract

Recently it is hotly debated whether the lost-wax casting really existed during
Bronze Age China, leading to the following four interconnected topics: 1: Was the
lost-wax process ever practiced in the Bronze Age China? 2: If so, how many
technical styles do the lost-wax castings have? 3: What were the social contexts
and dynamics for the confirmed lost-wax castings? 4: Was the lost-wax process
independently developed in China, or stimulated from outside? This talk, based on
the speaker’s new book, Metalworking in Bronze Age China: The Lost-Wax Process,
will explore the topics above. It will first present a case study of the zun-pan set
from the tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng, replying to the recent debate. Confirming that
the lost-wax technique emerged in China no later than the Eastern Zhou period, the
speaker will analyze how the lost-wax process was adopted in each casting of
Bronze Age China. Examining the social agency behind, this talk will further
discuss the technical origin and artistic driving force of early Chinese lost-wax
casting especially with archaeometallurgical evidences from its borderlands.
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