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The Quest for a Fieldsite and the Ethnographic Archive: Lessons 
on Producing ‘The Field’ from Sexuality Research in India

Svati Shah is an anthropologist and queer feminist scholar whose work is drawn from 
their commitment to social justice and critical inquiry. They are based at the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst (UMass), where they are an Associate Professor of 
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies and are affiliated with the Department of 
Anthropology. Their research examines questions of sexuality in relation to 
materialist history, racialization, caste politics, and political economy in India. Their 
current book project is drawn from a long term ethnography of radical social movements 
in India, including left, queer, and autonomous feminist movements.
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