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Monsz!s, says Jeffrey kler e Cohep (1996, p. 4), are borh at “metaphoriC Crossroads, as ah
embadiment Of a certaih Cultural momen Ao)g\ time, a feeling, a place”. Anthropology, 1
propose, Can gaih much by (a) Focusging n Qns*cers, and (b) understanding them as
CruCially entangled in all SOrtS Of transfOrmativVe processes, from nheocolonialiSm Via
teChnological, infrastrucCtural or economic changes to Anthropocene Climate disasters.

Based on fieldwork with Warlpiri people at Yuendumu (Northern Territory, Australia), 1
explore some pressing issues facing them through analyses Of their encounters with
monsters. Concentrating onh just two, KurdaitCha (humanhoid Killers with superbuman
strength and powers) and panhgkarlangu (giant hairy Cannibals, I illuminate how the monsters
haunting Warlpiri people today paint a bloodcurdling picture of what haunts Warlpiri
people besides the monsters themselves: heo-Colonial violence in the Case of KurdaitCha
ahd the threat Of extinCtion in the Case of the pahgkarlanhgu. Ih conclusion T contextualise
my ethnographiC anhalyses in the broader framework Of monsters and Change that my
Colleague (zeir Henhning Presterudstuen and I (2020) have suggested in our atest book.

Yasmine Musharbash is Senior Lecturer in the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at the
Australian National University. She has been conducting participant observation-based research
in central Australia since the mid-1990s. He work is broadly concerned with everyday relations,
and she explores this by focussing on embodiments and the emotions (studying grief, boredom,
sleep, the night, and fear) and on social relations (between Warlpiri people and nonindigenous
people, strangers, monsters, animals, and the elements). She is the author of Yuendumu
Everyday (2009) and co-editor of a number of volumes including Monster Anthropology from
Australasia and Beyond (2014), Monster Anthropology: Ethnographic Explorations of
transforming Social Worlds through Monsters (2020), and Living with Monsters (forthcoming).
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