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' IVF Doctors.as MorallPioneersjand -

Moral Guardians injRronatalisgChina

Li

Drawing on multifaceted data from 23 months of fieldwork
conducted between 2017 and 2023 in reproductive centers,
fertility laboratories, and with several families in Guangdong
Province, this talk examines how and why national demographic
anxiety propagated by the state is, under certain circumstances,
rarely translated into IVF doctors’ clinical reasoning and practices.
My fieldwork reveals that, contrary to portrayals of Chinese
biomedical professionals as mere agents of state governance,
some IVF doctors paternalistically assume the roles of “moral
pioneers,” “moral guardians,” or both, acting as a counterbalance
to pronatalism and rising patriarchal values. Rather than simply
promoting assisted reproductive technology (ART), they advise
many women of advanced maternal age (AMA) seeking a second
child through ART to reconsider or discontinue treatment,
believing that their advice is not only medically sound but also
morally in the women’s best interest. These doctors’ reasoning
emerges from navigating contradictory regimes of reproductive
governance, concerns for women’s health, alignment with global
reproductive norms, and their own moral and family values.
While reinforcing state narratives that position women as the
source of declining fertility rates, these doctors also provide
medical justifications for forgoing treatment, offering some
women an alternative model of femininity.
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